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May 01, 2020

Barr signals DOJ support for lockdown protesters
The Hill
When Attorney General William Barr this week directed U.S. prosecutors
to safeguard civil liberties amid state-level pandemic orders, he signaled
Justice Department support for lockdown protesters by highlighting
religious and economic rights. In a two-page memo, the nation’s top cop
gave the clearest indication yet of the kind of battles federal prosecutors
are likely to focus on. In doing so, Barr suggested the Department of
Justice (DOJ) might back church groups and those seeking a swifter
economic reopening while staying on the sidelines of fights over new limits
on abortion and voting access.
Read more...

May 01, 2020

Religious freedom attorneys pick their battles
amid pandemic
Philadelphia Tribune
First Liberty Institute President Kelly Shackelford, whose conservative
nonprofit has represented churches challenging drive-in service limits in
Kentucky and Mississippi, said his group has discouraged other attorneys
from taking virus-related cases that may set unwelcome precedents. The
institute has focused on actions that specifically target religious entities, not
actions that are being imposed more universally, he said.
Read more...
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on rise pre-pandemic
Pathway interview with Emilie Kao
Emilie Kao: “Domestically, I think that framework (i.e., regarding the four
stages of attack) is still helpful to think about religious freedom in the U.S.
and how it has declined over the last 10 years. I think that we have moved
pretty rapidly from the first stage of attack of social marginalization to
economic discrimination. You particularly see this in the area of sexual
orientation and gender identity, where those who are asserting new rights
based on sexual orientation/gender identity are attacking the ability to
practice religious belief in the public square.”
Read more...

April 28, 2020

USCIRF Releases 2020 Annual Report with
Recommendations for U.S. Policy
U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom
USCIRF’s independence and bipartisanship enables it to unflinchingly
identify threats to religious freedom around the world. In the 2020 Annual
Report, USCIRF recommends 14 countries to the State Department for
designation as “countries of particular concern” (CPCs) because their
governments engage in or tolerate “systematic, ongoing, egregious
violations.” These include nine that the State Department designated as
CPCs in December 2019—Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan—as well as five
others—India, Nigeria, Russia, Syria, and Vietnam.
Read / download....

April 17, 2020

How are the Little Sisters of the Poor Doing in
These Coronavirus Times?
National Review
Even taking precautions, they’ve lost eleven people to coronavirus in their
Newark, Del., home. Sister Constance Veit, LSP, is the director of
communications for the Little Sisters — a position that took on a whole new
level of engagement when they found themselves going to court during the
Obama administration — they are now on their second Supreme Court
case, which will be heard by telephone on May 6. As part of the National
Review Institute’s quarantine-time series with leaders in faith, culture, and
civil society, Sr. Constance made time to talk about life behind the walls at
the Little Sisters’s convent. 
Listen

April 16, 2020

Governor 'wasn't thinking of the Bill of Rights'
when banning religious meetings
CNA commentary by Christine Rousselle
In Lakewood, New Jersey, 15 people attending a funeral for a recently-
deceased rabbi were arrested at a synagogue on April 1 and charged with
violating the order. Other religious events, including weddings, have been
dispersed by police due to the order. When asked how these policies were
in line with the Constitution, Murphy replied “that’s above my pay grade,”
and added that he had not considered the constitution when he made the
order. “I wasn’t thinking of the Bill of Rights when we did this,” he said. 
Read more...
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April 15, 2020

A Q&A for churches on government restrictions
with a religious liberty attorney
Interview with Luke Goodrich
1. What religious liberty protections do churches have right now—and what
unique powers do government officials have—during a
pandemic?  "Churches have fundamental constitutional rights to the free
exercise of religion and freedom of assembly. Those rights are often
augmented by federal or state laws like the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act. At the same time, these rights are not absolute. Just as freedom of
speech doesn’t mean you can spread defamatory lies about your neighbor,
freedom of religion doesn’t mean you can spread a dangerous virus to your
neighbor. "
Read more...

April 14, 2020

U.S. Justice Department sides with church in
COVID-19 religious dispute
Reuters
Department lawyers filed a statement of interest in support of Temple
Baptist Church, which claims Greenville is seeking to prevent it from
holding drive-in church services that comply with social distancing
guidelines. “The facts alleged in the complaint strongly suggest that the
city’s actions target religious conduct” in violation of the U.S. Constitution’s
First Amendment, the lawyers wrote. The church has said that city police
officers handed out $500 citations to those attending services. 
Read more...

April 13, 2020

Religious Freedom During the Coronavirus--and
Beyond
Breakpoint
Does the government have the constitutional power to suspend church
services? How about socially distanced prayer outside of abortion clinics?
What do Christians need to know about their rights during a national crisis
such as the coronavirus pandemic? Today on the BreakPoint podcast,
Alliance Defending Freedom Senior Vice-President Kristen Waggoner
joins John Stonetreet to answer these questions and more. 
Listen...

April 10, 2020

Recovering The Religious Liberty Of The
Founders
The Federalist
[In Free to Believe, Luke] Goodrich plunges into the center of the issues
modern Christians face. He begins with an overview of scriptural themes
and principles, while arguing that Christians are most persuasive to non-
believers when they avail themselves of arguments drawn from natural law,
history, constitutional law, and common sense. What is particularly helpful
about Goodrich’s book is how he weaves together political theory and
practical questions with actual court cases he is very familiar with or has
been personally involved in. 
Read more...
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The Founders
The Federalist
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Read more...

April 09, 2020

What Does COVID-19 Mean for Becket’s
SCOTUS Cases? 
Becket
Amid a flurry of cancellations and postponements in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, many are wondering how the virus will affect the
religious liberty cases scheduled to be heard by the Supreme Court this
term. Already the Supreme Court has postponed oral arguments for the
March and April sessions. On Tuesday, April 7, Becket’s president, Mark
Rienzi hosted a press call to examine the implications of the COVID-19
pandemic on the 2020 Supreme Court term, discuss what it may mean for
Becket’s three Supreme Court cases, and address the impact that
postponements and cancellations could have on the religious liberty issues
before the Court.
To listen click Becket      

April 07, 2020

A Few Churches Are Defying Bans on Large
Gatherings. That Could Be Bad for Religious
Liberty.
Christianity Today
The few churches touting First Amendment freedom while defying
emergency stay-at-home orders may do lasting damage to the arguments
for religious liberty, according to experts like Luke Goodrich, senior
counsel with the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. “We have to be able to
distinguish between real threats and mere shadows,” Goodrich
said. “Stoking conflict and grandstanding about things that aren’t real
threats isn’t helpful. It’s like crying wolf. It deadens society to the real
religious conflicts that are at hand.”
Read more...

April 07, 2020

Trump Administration Fights the Establishment
Clause Virus, Too
Public Discourse commentary by Gerard Bradley
Here one might expect that it would be similarly taken for granted that the
religious affiliation or identity of an otherwise eligible nonprofit or small
business would be irrelevant. Unfortunately, misguidedly secularist
readings of the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause threatened that
expectation—until the Trump administration issued late last Friday (April 3)
the needed clarifications. These clarifications may yet be challenged in
court by strict separationist groups. They nonetheless should be upheld in
court.
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Read more...

April 07, 2020

Fifth Circuit Affirms States Authority to Close
Abortionists to Confront COVID-19
Americans United for Life
Katie Glenn, Government Affairs Counsel at Americans United for Life,
said, “The reasonable restriction of constitutional rights during public health
emergencies is a well-established Supreme Court precedent that has been
referenced in many abortion cases, going back to Roe v. Wade. “This
Order is not just reasonable, but necessary, to slow the spread of infectious
disease in Texas, which is why doctors across all fields of medicine have
complied and supported it."
Read more...

April 06, 2020

SBA Clarifies Eligibility of Faith-Based
Organizations to Participate in Paycheck
Protection and Economic Injury Disaster Loan
Programs
U.S. Small Business Administration
WASHINGTON – SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza today announced that
SBA issued guidance clarifying that all faith-based organizations impacted
by Coronavirus (COVID-19) are eligible to participate in the Paycheck
Protection Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program,
without restrictions based on their religious identity or activities, to the
extent they meet the eligibility criteria outlined in
the CARES Act that was passed by Congress, signed into law by President
Trump, and implemented by the Paycheck Protection Act Interim Final
Rule.
Read more...

April 05, 2020

Moral Guidance on Prioritizing Care During a
Pandemic
Witherspoon Institute
In cases where decisions must be made about who shall be saved when
not all can be saved, we also decide what sort of society we want ours to
be—we are constituting ourselves as a certain kind of people. When faced
with scarcity, some will be tempted simply to pass by those who are older,
the physically disabled or cognitively impaired, those who seem to have
little to contribute to our common life. Indeed, some of the proposals for
treatment allocation that have been made in different states may already
reflect a yielding to that temptation.
Read more...

April 03, 2020

Bishops Issue Statement on Rationing Protocols
by Health Care Professionals in Response to
Covid-19
U.S. Conf. Catholic Bishops
“Foremost in our approach to limited resources is to always keep in mind
the dignity of each person and our obligation to care for the sick and dying.
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Such care, however, will require patients, their families, and medical
professionals to work together in weighing the benefits and burdens of
care, the needs and safety of everyone, and how to distribute resources in
a prudent, just, and unbiased way."
Read more...

April 02, 2020

Christian-Jewish Coalition Provides Support for
Jerusalem’s Most Needy During Coronavirus
Pandemic
TownHall commentary by Jonathan Feldstein
The Genesis 123 Foundation announced, “We are proud to be part of the
coalition providing urgent needs to support these at-risk and special needs
families, a third of whom live below the poverty line. We are grateful to our
network of Christian and Jewish partners, individuals and pastors and
rabbis as well as other community leaders, who are stepping up to join us
in meeting these immediate needs.”
Read more...

April 01, 2020

Texas Governor Deems Religious Services
Essential
Daily Signal
As authorities arrest pastors for holding Sunday services in defiance of
social distancing orders, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott announced Tuesday that
religious services are to be considered essential in his state.
Abbott issued an executive order relating to statewide continuity of
essential services and activities during the coronavirus pandemic.
Read more...

April 01, 2020

Appeals court allows Texas to ban abortions
during pandemic
The Hill
In a 2-1 opinion, the appeals court ruled that the order from the lower court
be stayed until an appeal from Texas is considered. The two judges who
ruled in favor of a stay were nominated to their posts by President Trump
and former President George W. Bush. "The temporary stay ordered this
afternoon justly prioritizes supplies and personal protective equipment for
the medical professionals in need," Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
said in a statement Tuesday. 
Read more...
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