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HHS Rule Protects Faith-Based
Adoption Agencies
Townhall commentary by Mary Beth Waddell
November 02, 2019
By eliminating burdensome and restrictive
requirements placed on faith-based providers in the
final days of the Obama Administration, President
Trump is ensuring that faith-based adoption and
foster care agencies will be able to once again
focus on helping children in need, not using their
resources to fight government attempts to shut
them down. With this change, children will have the
maximum number of diverse placement agencies
working on their behalf. 
Read more...

Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity (SOGI) Laws Are Not
Fairness for All
Heritage Foundation report by Ryan T.
Anderson
October 30, 2019
Editor's note: Though originally published 11/28/18,
this commentary takes on new relevance with the
recent development of "Fairness for All" legislation.
In the United States of America, people who
identify as LGBT are free to live as they want. But
SOGI laws, including FFA, are not about freedom
—they are about coercion. SOGI laws are about
forcing all Americans to embrace—and live out—
certain beliefs about human sexuality. This is one
fundamental problem in equating coercive anti-
discrimination laws with permissive religious
freedom laws. And imposing a bad coercive policy
on everyone while exempting select faith-based
institutions is anything but fairness for all.
Read more...
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Christian Businesses
Breakpoint commentary with John
Stonestreet
October 29, 2019
How do we live out our faith in the public square in
a society increasingly hostile to Christianity? This is
an especially acute question for Christian business
owners—especially with the growing support for
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity laws.
Today on the BreakPoint Podcast, John
Stonestreet talks with Michael Sharrow, President
and CEO of the C12 Group, the nation’s largest
network of Christian CEOs, business owners, and
executives.
Listen...

USAID Administrator Mark Green
statement on international
religious freedom day
U.S. Agency for International Development
October 27, 2019
Around the world, we are bearing witness to severe
violations of individuals' rights to religious freedom,
including discrimination and persecution based on
religious belief.  These are serious violations that
often become risk factors and early warning signs
of genocide and mass atrocities. We are also
deeply committed to continuing to support recovery
and justice for those whose religious freedom has
been violated through our humanitarian and
development assistance.  
Read more...

Freedom in the Crosshairs: Why
Religious Liberty Must Prevail
TownHall commentary by Kerri Toloczko
October 25, 2019
Progressives and Mr. O’Rourke should seriously
consider the harm they would do to people in need
by denying churches tax exemption. Houses of
Worship serve critical roles in meeting community
and individual needs that government does not.
Churches have always been designated charities
by our government because they are charities. The
value of social services provided by churches is
estimated in the billions. 
Read more...
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Zuckerberg on the left is the desire to force online 
platforms such Facebook to censor their political 
opponents. It is worth noting that those attempting 
to cajole Facebook to censor political speech do 
not want these same standards applied to 
themselves.
Read more...

Texas Gov. Announces
Investigation Into Custody Battle
Over Boy’s Gender Transition
National Review
October 24, 2019
After being referred to a LGBT family therapist,
Georgulas [the mother] was advised to begin
“affirming” James by calling him “Luna,” as well as
“socially transitioning” him at school. Medical
records presented by the boy’s pediatrician list
James as “Luna Younger, female,” and included a
recommendation to visit GENecis clinic at
Children’s Hospital Center, which offers “hormone
therapy” and “puberty suppression.” 
Younger [the father] has contended in court that
James is happy to present as a boy when they are
together, referring to himself as “James” and
wearing male clothing. He has also argued that the
situation violates one of the two requirements for
“gender dysphoria” in the DSM-V, the current
manual used by the American Psychiatric
Association. 
Read more...

Freedom of speech under
dangerous attack from left – we
must preserve it
FOX News commentary by Arthur Milikh
October 24, 2019
By asserting that hate speech leads to mass
violence, the left hopes to persuade Americans to
relinquish their right to free speech. To make that
more palatable, they insist that freedom of speech
is merely a “value,” instead of a right. Rights, to the
contrary, are non-negotiable; they belong to each
individual by nature; societies are created for their
protection. Speech is an inalienable right because
it is the expression of thought, and our minds
belong to us by nature. 
Read more / watch...

Will Senate Republicans Swallow

No, Facebook Shouldn’t Be the
Arbiter of Political Speech
National Review commentary by A. G.
Hamilton (pseudonym)
October 25, 2019
The real source for the pushback against
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Democrats’ Abortion, LGBT
‘Poison Pills’?
Daily Signal commentary by Andrea Jones
October 24, 2019
The new amendment, ultimately adopted as part of
the final bill, also enshrines problematic language
on sexual orientation and gender identity and
hinders the administration’s efforts to expand
USAID funding to pro-life and faith-based groups.
One provision requires the agency to inform
Congress if any group that receives funding has
been found to violate an Obama-era regulation
interpreting sex discrimination as including sexual
orientation and gender identity. This new language,
if passed into law, could undermine the Justice
Department’s argument in Harris Funeral Homes v.
EEOC that Congress has not previously affirmed
that reading of the law.
Read more...

Court decision protects religious
healthcare workers
World magazine
October 22, 2019
A group of states and religious plaintiffs, including
the Franciscan Alliance and the Christian Medical
Association—all represented by Becket—filed the
lawsuit in August 2017. The court found the
regulation outside the scope of HHS rule-making
authority and said it violated the 1993 Religious
Freedom Restoration Act. Medical professionals
may breathe easier after the decision, but the
American Civil Liberties Union and the River City
Gender Alliance might keep fighting on appeal. The
case could affect how the Supreme Court rules
in twin cases that were argued earlier this month.
Read more...

The Battle over Religious
Freedom in America An Interview
with Luke Goodrich
Breakpoint podcast commentary by John
Stonestreet
October 21, 2019
Luke Goodrich discusses how Christians must re-
learn what religious freedom truly means and how
to make a positive case for religious freedom as an
enormous benefit to society. Goodrich also tells us
how everyday, ordinary Christians can do to protect
themselves and their businesses and advance
religious freedom—not forgetting to place our trust
in God. Goodrich is the author of a new book, “Free
to Believe: The Battle over Religious Liberty in
America.” 
Listen...
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William Barr Is Right: Secularists
Are Imposing Their Own Religion
Daily Signal commentary by Andrea Picciotti-
Bayer
October 19, 2019
“Those who defy the creed [of secularism] risk a
figurative burning at the stake—social, educational,
and professional ostracism and exclusion waged
through lawsuits and savage social media
campaigns.” Was Barr exaggerating? A look at my
Facebook feed the following day suggested he
might be right. 
Read more...

Federal study finds nation's
assisted suicide laws rife with
dangers to people with disabilities
National Council on Disability
October 16, 2019
“Assisted suicide laws are premised on the notion
of additional choice for people at the end of their
lives, however in practice, they often remove
choices when the low-cost option is ending one’s
life versus providing treatments to lengthen it or
services and supports to improve it,” said NCD
Chairman Neil Romano.
Read more...

After Getting Kicked Off Campus,
This Christian Group Got Justice
Daily Signal commentary by Nicole Russell
October 15, 2019
In a significant win for religious liberty, a federal
court last month ruled that a state university in Iowa
can’t require a Christian student organization to
have non-Christian leaders. During oral arguments,
the judge told the attorney representing the
University of Iowa it is “ludicrous” and “incredibly
baffling” that the school would “selectively go after
student groups based on what they think.”
Read more...

Christian Medical Association
Responds to Its Federal Court
Victory Upholding Medical
Judgment and Conscience
Freedom
Standard Newswire
October 15, 2019
CMA Vice President for Government Relations and
Director of Freedom2Care Jonathan Imbody
added, "We are thankful for Becket's excellent
representation of our membership and their cogent
presentation to the court of the legal grounds for
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this decision, which included the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act. That law provides
essential protections against the current drive to
replace religious freedom with ideological coercion,
and we must resist all attempts to nullify the law
and its protections consistent with our First
Amendment."
Read more...

Federal court strikes down
Obama administration
'transgender mandate' for doctors
Add some more info about this item...
October 15, 2019
A federal court in Texas ruled Tuesday that doctors
across the nation are not required to perform
gender-transition surgeries if they go against
their medical judgment or religious beliefs. “It is
critically important that doctors are able to continue
serving patients in keeping with their consciences
and their professional medical judgment, especially
when it comes to the personal health choices of
families and children,” Luke Goodrich, vice
president and senior counsel at Becket, told Fox
News in a statement. "Our clients look forward to
joyfully continuing to serve all patients, regardless
of their sex or gender identity, and continuing to
provide top-notch care to transgender patients for
everything from cancer to the common cold.”
Read more...

CNN’s Anti-Religious Town Hall
National Review commentary by John
Hirschauer
October 14, 2019
What “human right” are religious organizations
“infringing upon” when they “oppose” same-sex
marriage? Do people have a “civil right” to have
their sexual preferences validated by private
religious organizations? Does “religious freedom
end” when someone refuses to grant moral
approbation to someone else’s choices and
behavior?
Read more...

New California campus abortion
pill law 'violates conscience rights'
of workers
Fox News video
October 14, 2019
Kristan Hawkins, Students for Life: "This is a first-
in-the-nation law that's going to fundamentally alter
what's happening in campus health centers. Every
state college campus in California will now be
turned into an abortion facility. The conscience
rights of [pro-life] healthcare workers on these
college campuses will be violated ... they are now
going to be working in an abortion facility."
Read more and watch...
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Attorney General William P. Barr
Delivers Remarks at Notre Dame
U.S. Dept. of Justice
October 11, 2019
In short, in the Framers’ view, free government was
only suitable and sustainable for a religious people
– a people who recognized that there was a
transcendent moral order antecedent to both the
state and man-made law and who had the
discipline to control themselves according to those
enduring principles. As John Adams put it, “We
have no government armed with the power which is
capable of contending with human passions
unbridled by morality and religion. Our Constitution
was made only for a moral and religious people. It
is wholly inadequate for the government of any
other.”
Read more...

Christians in the Culture--Fight or
Flight?
Breakpoint podcast by John Stonestreet
October 11, 2019
John Stonestreet and Warren Smith are together at
the Touchstone magazine conference: "Fight or
Flight: The Benedict & Other Options for Facing the
World, the Flesh & the Devil." If we truly believe,
along with theologian Abraham Kuyper, that every
square inch of creation belongs to Christ, then how
do we live faithfully in a culture that is growing
increasingly hostile to Christianity?
Listen...

Message at Supreme Court:
Constitution protects both minority
and majority viewpoints
Freedom2Care blog post by Jonathan
Imbody
October 11, 2019
The genius of our nation's constitutional protection
of individual rights and freedom is not only that the
minority is protected from the tyranny of the
majority, but also that the majority is protected from
the tyranny of the minority. The goal of our
democratic republic is protecting the greatest
freedom for each one of us, protecting us from
government coercion, whether our views align with
the majority or with a minority.
Read more...
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rights violation'
The Hill
October 10, 2019
China has worked to detain an unknown number of
members of the minority Uighur population in what
it says are “reeducation camps.” Pompeo in the
past has labeled the effort an “attempt to erase its
own citizens.”
Read more...

Supreme Court Justices Ponder
the Meaning of ‘Sex’
Daily Signal commentary by Elizabeth
Slattery
October 08, 2019
The justices spent a lot of time talking about
whether employees’ interpretation of Title VII would
spell doom for single-sex bathrooms, sex-specific
dress codes, single-sex college sports teams, and
shelters for battered women. Title VII, after all, is a
statute promoting women’s equality, Bursch
pointed out, and it allows employers to
acknowledge that there are differences between
men and women.
Read more...

Teacher Fired Over Trans
Pronouns Sues School
Daily Signal commentary by Cathy Ruse
October 07, 2019
Haven’t we been down this road before? In the
1943 case on whether a school could force
someone to salute the American flag, the Supreme
Court wrote in strong, clear terms: “If there is any
fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that
no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall
be orthodox in politics, religion or other matters of
opinion or force citizens to confess by word or act
their faith therein.”
Read more...

InterVarsity and Religious
Freedom Prevail
Breakpoint podcast commentary
October 07, 2019
Just about the only groups the policy applied to,
according to university officials, were Christian
groups that uphold traditional Christian teaching
about sexuality. Rose made her opinion about that
quite clear: “The Constitution does not tolerate the
way defendants chose to enforce the human rights
policy.”  She correctly identified the double
standard clearly at work, which can be summed up
as “some freedom of speech and association is

Pompeo calls China's treatment of
Muslims an 'enormous human
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freer than others.” 
Listen...

What’s at Stake in Supreme
Court’s ‘Sex Discrimination’ Case
Daily Signal commentary by Ryan T.
Anderson
October 07, 2019
This week, the Supreme Court will hear oral
arguments in cases that ask whether Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which bans employment
discrimination on the basis of sex, extends to
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation
and transgender status. It’s an odd legal argument,
given that the public meaning of the word “sex” in
1964—and today, for that matter—refers to our
status as male or female, not our sexual
attractions, desires, actions, or identity.
Read more...

Podcast: The Sexual Revolution,
Identity Politics, and Religious
Liberty
Breakpoint
October 07, 2019
She is the author of an important new book, “Primal
Screams: How the Sexual Revolution Created
Identity Politics. Mary Eberstadt recently spoke
with The Colson Center’s John Stonestreet about
the book and about identity politics, the sexual
revolution, as well as  religious liberty
Listen...

Overruling the Visible: The
Emperor’s New Gender
Public Discourse commentary by Margaret
Harper McCarthy
October 06, 2019
At stake in the Harris Funeral Homes case is
whether the physical reality of sex will be deemed a
mere stereotype—whether, for all public and
practical purposes, everyone’s “identity” is
arbitrarily and accidentally related to his or her
body as ghost to machine.
Read more...

National poll: Faith-based health
professionals care for all but need
conscience protections on moral
issues
Freedom2Care blog post by Jonathan
Imbody
October 01, 2019
Faith-based health professionals care with
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compassion and respect for all patients, but they 
will leave medicine rather than violate their 
conscience if forced to participate in morally 
objectionable procedures and prescriptions. I 
recently delivered that message from our 
members, based on a professionally conducted 
poll, at the White House to the President's 
advisors; at the U.S. Capitol to Congressional 
staffers; at a U.S. House of Representatives office 
to legislators and staffers; and at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services to 
agency officials.
Read more...
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