
Highlights of policy accomplishments 2017-2020 

Conscience freedom 
• Creating the Conscience and Religious Freedom Division within the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services (HHS) Office for Civil Rights, which: 
o Issued a final rule to strengthen enforcement of Federal laws protecting the 

conscience rights of healthcare workers and entities; and  
o Enforced Federal laws protecting conscience against the States of California and 

Hawaii that had required pro-life pregnancy resource centers to refer clients for 
abortions. 

o Issued a Notice of Violation to California, formally notifying California that it 
cannot impose universal abortion coverage mandates on health insurance plans 
and issuers in violation of federal conscience laws. 

o Sued the University of Vermont Medical Center after it unlawfully forced a nurse 
to assist in an elective abortion procedure over the nurse’s conscience-based 
objections. 

• Issuing final rules protecting religious orders, pro-life organizations, and other 
organizations and individuals that have religious or moral objections to providing 
coverage for contraceptives, including those they believe cause early abortions, in their 
health insurance plans. 

• Issuing regulations on Obamacare to protect life and conscience, including requiring 
Obamacare insurers to issue separate invoices for insurance coverage of abortions, and 
reversing the Obama Administration’s efforts to force recipients of certain Federal 
funding to provide or pay for abortions.  

• On December 16, 2020, the Justice Department filed a civil lawsuit against the 
University of Vermont Medical Center for discriminating against health care workers 
who follow their conscience and refuse to perform or assist with abortions, in 
violation of the federal anti-discrimination statute known as the “Church 
Amendments” that protects such workers. 

• HHS published two final rules_bookmark49 in November 2018 to provide protections 
for Americans with religious beliefs or moral convictions in the context of health 
services. The first rule provides an exemption from Obamacare’s contraceptive 
coverage mandate to entities that object to services covered by the mandate on the 
basis of sincerely held religious beliefs. The second rule provides protections to 
nonprofit organizations, small businesses, and individuals that have non-religious 
moral convictions opposing services covered by the mandate. 

• HHS’s Office of Civil Rights ensured that patients can receive safe religious visitations 
from clergy during COVID-19. 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/01/18/hhs-ocr-announces-new-conscience-and-religious-freedom-division.html
https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/index.html
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-05-21/pdf/2019-09667.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/01/18/ocr-finds-state-california-violated-federal-law-discriminating-against-pregnancy-resource-centers.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/03/22/ocr-issues-notice-resolution-state-hawaii-after-hawaii-takes-action-safeguarding-conscience.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/01/24/hhs-issues-notice-of-violation-to-california-for-its-abortion-coverage-mandate.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/11/07/trump-administration-issues-final-rules-protecting-conscience-rights-in-health-insurance.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/12/27/2019-27713/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-exchange-program-integrity
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/06/14/2019-11512/nondiscrimination-in-health-and-health-education-programs-or-activities
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-defends-health-care-workers-being-forced-perform-abortions-vermont-lawsuit
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/11/07/trump-administration-issues-final-rules-protecting-conscience-rights-in-health-insurance.html


Sanctity of human life 
• Reinstating the Mexico City Policy to end Federal funding of foreign non-governmental 

organizations providing family planning abroad if they perform or actively promote 
abortion as a method of family planning. Expanding the Mexico City Policy to more than 
$8 billion in global health assistance provided by all Federal departments and agencies—
without compromising U.S. support for global health programming, including women’s 
health programming.  

• Supporting pro-life legislation including: 
• No-Taxpayer Funding for Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full Disclosure Act of 

2019. 
• Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act. 
• Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act. 

• Publishing a regulation to prevent the commingling of taxpayer dollars funding the Title 
X family planning program with projects that perform, promote, or refer for abortion as a 
method of family planning. Allowing Title X family planning grantees to exclude, as 
subrecipients, organizations that perform or promote abortions. Funding 16 new 
organizations as Title X grantees, including State health departments, faith-based 
organizations, and several community health centers. 

• Ending HHS funding for new medical research using human fetal tissue obtained from 
elective abortions, unless authorized by an ethics advisory board.  

• Reissuing guidance, Interaction of the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act 
(EMTALA) and the Born-Alive Infants Protection Act of 2002, that hospitals may be 
required to screen, stabilize, and treat or transfer “every infant who is born alive, at any 
stage of development” including those born alive after abortions. 

• Issuing an Executive Order on Protecting Vulnerable Newborn and Infant Children, 
reinforcing requirement that all hospitals in the United States to provide medical 
treatment or an emergency transfer for infants who are in need of emergency medical 
care—regardless of prematurity or disability. 

• Issuing a 2018–2022 HHS Strategic Plan that recognizes a core component of HHS’s 
mission:  to serve and protect all Americans “at every stage of life, from conception” and 
to advance global health security through respect for “the inherent dignity of persons 
from conception to natural death.” 

• Opposing efforts at the United Nations to make abortion an international human right.  

• Advocating for the protection of women and children, born and unborn, as a global health 
priority, including by building a coalition of countries representing over one billion 
inhabitants.  

• Signing the Geneva Consensus Declaration, a historic document strengthening an 
international coalition to achieve better health for women, the preservation of human life, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-regarding-mexico-city-policy/
https://www.state.gov/protecting-life-in-global-health-assistance-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/sap109s_20190117.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/saps2311s_20180129.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/saps311s_20190225.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/04/2019-03461/compliance-with-statutory-program-integrity-requirements
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/02/22/hhs-releases-final-title-x-rule-detailing-family-planning-grant-program.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-signs-h-j-res-43-law/
https://www.hhs.gov/opa/grants-and-funding/recent-grant-awards/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/06/05/statement-from-the-department-of-health-and-human-services.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-Memos-to-States-and-Regions-Items/QSO-05-26.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-protecting-vulnerable-newborn-infant-children/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-protecting-vulnerable-newborn-infant-children/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/strategic-plan/introduction/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/strategic-plan/strategic-goal-2/index.html
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/us-faces-off-against-43-countries-on-sexual-reproductive-health-rights/
https://c-fam.org/friday_fax/trump-administration-fiercely-defends-pro-life-law-and-policies-internationally/
https://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/2018/05/u-s-issues-strong-pro-life-statement-at-world-health-assembly/
https://c-fam.org/friday_fax/trump-administration-fiercely-defends-pro-life-law-and-policies-internationally/
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/geneva-consensus-declaration-english-11-10-2020.pdf


support for the family as foundational to a healthy society, and the protection of national 
sovereignty in global politics. 

Religious freedom 
• Signing an Executive Order in May 2017, Promoting Free Speech and Religious 

Liberty, to establish the policy of the executive branch “to vigorously enforce Federal 
law’s robust protections for religious freedom.” 

• Signing an Executive Order in May 2018, Establishment of a White House Faith and 
Opportunity Initiative, to provide recommendations on programs and policies where 
faith- based and community organizations may partner and/or deliver more effective 
solutions to poverty. 

• Nominating former U.S. Senator Sam Brownback of Kansas  to be Ambassador at Large 
for International Religious Freedom. I meet weekly with Ambassador Brownback and 
others to develop strategies to address persecution of people of faith worldwide. 

• Placing religious freedom on the center stage at the Global Call for Religious Freedom 
event at the United Nations during the 2019 U.N. General Assembly in New York, at 
which he announced that his Administration will dedicate an additional $25 million 
to protect religious freedom and religious sites and relics. 

• Signing an Executive Order on Advancing International Religious Freedom on June 
2, 2020, that defined international religious freedom as a moral and national security 
imperative, solidifying religious freedom as a foundational principle of American 
foreign policy. 

• The Departments of Health and Human Services, Justice, Labor, Homeland Security, 
Education, Housing and Urban Development, Agriculture, and Veterans Affairs, and 
the Agency for International Development promulgated joint final rules ensuring that 
religious and non-religious organizations are treated equally in federally funded 
programs, and that clarifies that religious organizations do not lose their legal 
protections and rights by participating in federal programs and activities. 

• On Religious Freedom Day (Jan. 16) in 2020, the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) released a Memorandum to all agencies providing guidance on administering 
Federal grants in a manner that ensures that religious organizations are able to compete 
on equal footing for Federal financial assistance—including Federal financial assistance 
that is distributed through or by a State entity. 

• On October 6, 2017, the Attorney General of the United States, fulfilling the 
President’s directive in the May 2017 Executive Order on Promoting Free Speech 
and Religious Liberty, issued a memorandum to all Executive Departments and 
Agencies that described 20 principles of religious liberty and provided guidance to 
agencies for implementing these principles in their administrative work and 
enforcement actions. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2017-05-09/html/2017-09574.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-establishment-white-house-faith-opportunity-initiative/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/nominations-sent-senate-today-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-trump-committed-protecting-religious-freedom-united-states-around-world/
http://webtv.un.org/watch/opening-only-global-call-to-protect-religious-freedom/6088795455001/
http://webtv.un.org/watch/opening-only-global-call-to-protect-religious-freedom/6088795455001/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-advancing-international-religious-freedom/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-advancing-international-religious-freedom/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/12/14/hhs-announces-joint-final-rule-regarding-equal-treatment-faith-based-organizations.html
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2017-05-09/html/2017-09574.htm
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1001891/download


• Administration took a stand on behalf of individuals’ and private organizations’ religious 
liberty in the courts, filing many briefs in court cases. For example, in a case impacting 
CMDA student ministries, a Statement of Interest  supported  the First Amendment 
freedoms of the student organization Business Leaders in Christ, which the University 
of Iowa (UI) deregistered because of UI’s disagreement with the organization’s 
Statement of Faith.  

• During the coronavirus pandemic, the Justice Department took a stand on behalf of 
religious liberty rights in courts and with state and local governments, including filing 
statements of interest challenging restrictions on houses of worship: in 
Colorado_bookmark29 in which the Supreme Court_bookmark30 has granted the 
church relief; in Washington, DC in which the court granted an injunction protecting 
religious worship;  and in the States of Washington,  Virginia,_bookmark34 and 
Mississippi.  The administration also filed a Statement of Interest challenging 
restrictions on religious schools in Michigan. 

• On July 15, 2019, I attended the Justice Department's Summit on Combating Anti- 
Semitism that addressed the increase in anti-Semitic incidents on campuses, the 
balance between fighting anti-Semitic rhetoric while respecting First Amendment 
freedoms, and the Department’s record in prosecuting hate crimes against Jews. 

• In July 2018, I attended the State Department's first-everlix Ministerial to 
Advance Religious Freedom. At the end of the summit, the State Department 
released the Potomac Declaration _bookmark60and Potomac Plan of Action, 
which emphasized the importance of religious freedom to the U.S. 
Government and outlined specific steps for countries to follow to protect 
religious freedom. The Administration also announced the establishment of 
the International Religious Freedom Fund, a multi-donor fund that provides 
rapid assistance to victims of persecution throughout the world. 

• The Secretary of State announced the creation of the Commission on Unalienable 
Rights to generate a debate about human rights that extends across party lines and 
national borders. The Commission released its report in August 2020. 

Rule of law 
• Nominating over 260 Federal judges confirmed by the Senate who will uphold the United 

States Constitution, including three Associate Justices of the Supreme Court. 
 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1122711/download
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-support-freedom-religion-colorado-church
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-assistant-attorney-general-eric-s-dreiband-supreme-courts-order-favor-colorado
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-supporting-capitol-hill-baptist-churchs-efforts
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-assistant-attorney-general-eric-dreiband-and-acting-us-attorney-district-columbia
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-assistant-attorney-general-eric-dreiband-and-acting-us-attorney-district-columbia
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-support-equal-treatment-washington-state-church
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-support-equal-treatment-washington-state-church
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-support-church-ministers-underserved-communities
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-william-p-barr-issues-statement-religious-practice-and-social-distancing-0
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-files-statement-interest-michigan-religious-schools-challenge-covid-19
https://www.justice.gov/hatecrimes/summit-on-combating-anti-semitism
https://www.justice.gov/hatecrimes/summit-on-combating-anti-semitism
https://www.justice.gov/hatecrimes/summit-on-combating-anti-semitism
https://blogs.state.gov/stories/2018/07/27/en/united-states-hosts-first-ever-ministerial-advance-international-religious
https://www.state.gov/ministerial-to-advance-religious-freedom/
https://www.state.gov/ministerial-to-advance-religious-freedom/
https://www.state.gov/ministerial-to-advance-religious-freedom/
https://www.state.gov/potomac-declaration/
https://www.state.gov/potomac-declaration/
https://www.state.gov/ministerial-to-advance-religious-freedom-potomac-plan-of-action/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-ministerial-advance-religious-freedom/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-and-releases-bureau-of-democracy-human-rights-and-labor/international-religious-freedom-fund/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-of-state-michael-r-pompeo-remarks-to-the-press-3/
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/nominations/judicial
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/nominations/confirmed/?keyword=Confirmed

	Highlights of policy accomplishments 2017-2020
	Conscience freedom
	Sanctity of human life
	Religious freedom
	Rule of law


