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Pro-Lifers’ Social Media Bans Are
Too Numerous To Not Be
Censorship
The Federalist commentary by Lila Rose
March 02, 2020
But these companies openly engage in viewpoint
discrimination, which, if done by government
entities in the traditional “town squares” of America,
would be brazenly unconstitutional. Big Tech
routinely steps into the abortion debate, censors
the pro-life side, favors the pro-abortion side, and
then laughably claims to be enforcing neutral
policies. Just last year, Twitter restricted an image
of the late Nobel Prize-winner Mother Theresa,
posted by the president of Susan B. Anthony List. 

Read more...

A Religious Liberty Ruling That
Might Surprise You
Public Discourse commentary by Howard
Slugh
February 25, 2020
On January 31, 2020, a U.S. district court in
Arizona held that the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act (“RFRA”) protects the rights of
religiously motivated individuals to place water, and
other supplies, in areas where migrants are likely to
encounter dangerous conditions. That holding
might surprise some readers who have heard the
false narrative that religious liberty is primarily a
tool of “the Christian right” to oppress minorities.

Read more...

In New Supreme Court Case,
Religious Liberty Is at Stake
Daily Signal commentary by Kassie Dulin
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February 25, 2020
The city then gave the agency an ultimatum: agree
to certify same-sex couples as foster parents or
end its foster care services. Catholic Social
Services could not violate its religious beliefs, so
the city ended its contract with the agency,
effectively shutting down its foster care program.
As a result, dozens of Catholic Social Services
foster families have been denied the ability to foster
children through the agency they know and trust,
even as the city faces an unprecedented foster
care crisis and has put out a call for more foster
families.

Read more...

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
Upholds “Protect Life Rule”
Americans United for Life
February 24, 2020
“Americans United for Life is grateful that the court
of appeals has seen through the false cries of the
abortion industry and upheld a rule that protects
women’s health as well as taxpayers’
consciences,” said Catherine Glenn Foster,
President & CEO of Americans United for Life. “We
look forward to the implementation of the rule in a
way that ensures that no public funding is ever
used for elective abortions.”

Read more...

Judges Allow ‘Pensacola Cross’
to Remain Standing
Daily Signal commentary by Tony Perkins
February 24, 2020
“Religious symbols aren’t like graffiti that the
government has to erase as soon as someone
complains,” said Luke Goodrich, the Becket
lawyer representing the city. “The Supreme Court
has rightly ruled that governments can recognize
the important role of religion in our history and
culture.”

Read more...

End California’s Illegal
Discrimination Against Pro-Lifers
Daily Signal commentary by Rep. Kevin
McCarthy
February 23, 2020
Imagine being exposed to bigotry simply because
of your deeply held morals. Now imagine that the
discrimination you’re experiencing is coming from
your own state’s government. Sadly, that’s a reality
for countless Californians who are being forced by
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the state to support abortion—regardless of their
beliefs—by mandated abortion coverage in health
insurance plans.

Read more...

Ohio Court Orders Christian
Professor To Use Trans Pronouns
Or Lose His Job
The Federalist
February 20, 2020
The university agreed with the student and formally
charged the professor with creating a “hostile”
environment and violating the university’s anti-
discrimination policy. Alliance Defending
Freedom filed a lawsuit on Meriwether’s behalf,
saying, “Shawnee State officials have also ignored
the Constitution, which guarantees the right of all
Americans to speak freely.”

Read more...

Wisconsin Parents Sue To Keep
Schools From Hiding Their Kids’
Gender Dysphoria
The Federalist
February 20, 2020
Wisconsin’s second-largest school district so far
won’t back off a policy of keeping minor students’
transgender experimentation secret from their
parents despite a new lawsuit filed Tuesday. A
group of parents represented by Wisconsin
Institute of Law and Liberty sued after the Madison
Metropolitan School District refused to alter its
policy of concealing childrens’ transgender
behavior and related medical records from parents,
no matter how young the child is.

Read more...

Federal judge blocks pro-life Title
X funding rule in Maryland
Live Action News
February 18, 2020
However, as previously noted by Dr. Michael J.
New, the funding lost by facilities that did not
qualify under the rule change was redirected to
other facilities: "The Protect Life Rule does not cut
any funds from family planning programs. Title X
funds would still be available to thousands of
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), which
offer a much wider range of health care services.
Unlike Planned Parenthood clinics, for example,
FQHCs offer mammograms. They also see far
more prenatal patients and conduct more cervical
cancer screenings. Additionally, there are relatively
few Planned Parenthood clinics in rural areas. As
such, making these Title X funds available to
Federally Qualified Health Care Centers will
expand access to care for thousands of women."
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Read more...

Iowa employers, religious leaders
clash over religious freedom bill
Times Republican
February 17, 2020
The federal Religious Freedom Restoration Act
sets a higher court standard for consideration of
cases in which government is alleged to burden a
person’s exercise of religion. The government
would need to show that it had a compelling
interest in burdening a person’s religious exercise
and that it was using the least restrictive means
possible.

Read more...

China detains Uighurs for growing
beards or visiting foreign
websites, leak reveals
The Guardian
February 17, 2020
“It’s very clear that religious practice is being
targeted,” said Darren Byler, a University of
Colorado researcher studying the use of
surveillance technology in Xinjiang. “They want to
fragment society, to pull the families apart and
make them much more vulnerable to retraining and
reeducation.” The leak of the database follows the
release in November of a classified blueprint
on how the mass detention system really works.

Read more...

Religious freedoms under attack –
US can promote and protect
liberty globally
FOX News commentary by Sen. Chuck
Grassley
February 17, 2020
Blasphemy laws are a vehicle for egregious
violations of religious freedom and related human
rights. As the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) notes, these laws
inappropriately position governments as arbiters of
truth or religious rightness. They exacerbate
religious intolerance and discrimination, and
embolden extremists to commit violent acts against
perceived blasphemers.

Read more...

Facebook removes interview with
abortion survivor, labels as ‘spam’
and ‘misleading others’
Live Action commentary by Nancy Flanders
February 17, 2020
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Facebook has a history of censoring pro-life groups
and individuals, including Live Action and Live
Action President Lila Rose. Even Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg called last year’s
censorship of Live Action by Facebook and its
third-party abortionist fact checkers “clearly
biased.”

Read more...

Doctors fighting for the right to "do
no harm"
Becket commentary by Montse Alvorado
February 13, 2020
Becket stepped in, representing doctors whose
mission is to protect others, and who are now on
the front lines in the battle for conscience
protections. Among them are Becket clients Dr.
Regina Frost, an OB-GYN (who recently wrote a
piece describing her work), and the Christian
Medical Association, which is known for serving
vulnerable populations, including the homeless,
prisoners living with HIV, and victims of opioid
addiction, and for fighting sex trafficking and gang
violence. These are the people being bullied for
practicing medicine according to their beliefs and
best medical judgment?

Read more...

We need courage in the pulpit,
courage in the pew
Freedom2Care blog by Jonathan Imbody
February 13, 2020
No, despite their expressed feelings, the first cited
group of Christian pastors are not "limited in their
ability to speak out on moral and social issues
because people will take offense." They are limited
by their own fear. These pastors need courage. 

Read more...

High school girls sue to block
transgender athletes in
Connecticut
The Hill
February 12, 2020
“Forcing them to compete against boys isn’t fair,
shatters their dreams, and destroys their athletic
opportunities,” said attorney Christiana Holcomb,
according to the Associated Press. “And forcing
girls to be spectators in their own sports is
completely at odds with Title IX, a federal law
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designed to create equal opportunities for women
in education and athletics,” Holcomb added.
“Connecticut’s policy violates that law and reverses
nearly 50 years of advances for women.”

Read more...

Bank Reverses Decision, Picks
Kids Over LGBT Activists
Daily Signal commentary by Tony Perkins
February 11, 2020
After a few days of protests, rallies, and nonstop
phone calls, the business finally relented: Its $5.4
million investment in school choice for the state
would go on—regardless of what the Orlando
Sentinel and a handful of liberal lawmakers think. It
was a major reversal for the bank, who threw the
program into complete chaos earlier in the month—
all because parents had the option of using those
scholarships for religious schools, who (not
surprisingly) have religious beliefs.

Read more..

International Religious Freedom
Alliance launched
Religion News Service
February 10, 2020
The U.S. State Department announced 27
countries have joined the new International
Religious Freedom Alliance that seeks to reduce
religious persecution across the globe. “Together,
we say that freedom of religion or belief is not a
Western ideal, but truly the bedrock of societies,”
said Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

Read more...

Born-Alive Abortion Survivors
Protection Act Is Back
National Review
February 10, 2020
The bill was in the spotlight exactly one year ago,
after Virginia governor Ralph Northam suggested
that, at least in some circumstances, mothers and
doctors should be able to deny medical care to
newborns who were meant to have been aborted.
Immediately after those comments, Senator Ben
Sasse (R., Neb.), the lead sponsor of the born-alive
bill, reintroduced his legislation.

Read more...

Tying Grant Eligibility to Religious
Freedom
Inside Higher Ed
February 07, 2020
Colleges and universities in particular could find
their federal funding threatened if the only groups
they do not recognize are religious ones, said Kim
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Colby, director of the Christian Legal Society’s
Center for Law and Religious Freedom. To its
supporters, the rule would keep colleges from
preventing groups from being able to set standards
in the same way an environmental group would
want to require that its president believe that
climate change is real, Colby said.

Read more...

Banned in Britain: Franklin
Graham’s Tour Dates Canceled
Over Christian Beliefs
Daily Signal commentary by Nicole Russell
February 07, 2020
The United Kingdom has become so intolerant of
traditional views and determined to be a global
leader in progressive ideology—especially if it
quashes all other beliefs. Instead of greeting
Graham’s traditional views on LGBT issues with
robust debate, or even empty halls for his
speeches, the venues outright canceled him
without any pushback whatsoever.

Read more...

Videos Inspire Catholics to Prayer
and Action in Political Life
USCCB
February 05, 2020
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles,
president of the USCCB: "The bishops of the U.S.
invite all Catholics to bring their faith into the public
square." The videos complement Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the bishops’
teaching document for the faithful on the political
responsibility of Catholics, and they seek to help
the faithful participate in public life, prioritize faith
over partisan politics, engage with civility, and
respond to pressing issues of our day. Each video
ends with a prayer.

Read more...

Supreme Court Is Poised to
Deliver a Victory to School Choice
Advocates
Public Discourse commentary by Mark
Movsesian
February 04, 2020
he US Supreme Court seems likely to rule in a way
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school-choice advocates will welcome. The Court
will likely overrule the Montana court and hold a
ban on scholarships for students at religiously
affiliated schools unconstitutional—an important
ruling, to be sure. 

Read more...

Compelled Speech Is Hitting
Close to Home
Daily Signal commentary by Alex Richey and
Andrea Jones
February 03, 2020
Compelled speech is even a threat coming from
Congress. Speech could be compelled on
a nationwide basis if the House-passed Equality
Act is signed into law, making “gender identity” into
a protected class under Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964. 

Read more...
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