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Influencing policy makers 
Personal and professional relationships forged by our Director of Federal Government 
Relations over 26 years of public policy ministry in Washington, DC has provided a vast 
network of strategic contacts in the federal government and with like-minded nonprofit 
organization leaders. Relationships form the basis not only for public policy ministry but also 
for behind-the-scenes spiritual ministry. Civil servants on the front lines of the culture wars, 
many of whom are persons of faith, need and benefit from spiritual support and counsel. 

Our Director of Federal Government Relations makes over 200 personal contacts with policy 
makers annually. Monthly reports from the Washington office are distributed to CMDA field 
staff, and a link to all reports is available upon request (JI@Freedom2Care.org).  

White House 
• Our Director of Federal Government Relations participated in many meetings and 

White House conference calls with top leaders including: 

o the President;  
o the Vice President;  
o Secretaries of State, Health and Human Services, Labor, Housing and Urban 

Development, Agriculture and Homeland Security;  
o U.S. Surgeon General 

mailto:JI@Freedom2Care.org


o Director of the National Institutes of Health 
o FDA Commissioner 
o Director of NIH Infectious Diseases (Dr. Fauci) 
o counselors to the President, ambassadors, communications directors and policy 

experts. 

• Our Director of Federal Government Relations participated in his 41st White House 
meeting, with Vice President Mike Pence, reviewing the administration's prolife 
accomplishments.  

• Other White House meetings included presentations to the President's staff, strategy 
meetings and celebratory events such as the White House Christmas reception, 
invited by the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

• Discussed with a White House liaison a plan for faith-based offices, suggesting 
reshaping the offices to focus on religious freedom. 

• Our Washington office participated in many conference calls and Zoom meetings 
with top White House, HHS, FDA, CDC and other officials leading the fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In a private Zoom meeting, our Director of Federal 
Government Relations discussed with NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins the need for 
an ethically sourced vaccine. 

• The Freedom2Care Coronavirus website provided a bridge between COVID-19-
related meetings and data gleaned by our Washington office from government 
officials, as we conveyed daily news, guidance and data on the pandemic. 

• The White House asked our Washington office to provide a list of health 
professionals to be honored at a White House reception by the First Lady for their 
work on COVID; many CMDA members attended and were honored. 

• After the 2016 election, presented a briefing to Presidential Transition Team members 
on restoring a conscience protection regulation for health professionals. Provided a 
list of health professional candidates to the presidential transition team for top health-
related positions in the new administration.  

• Discussed religious freedom with Vice President's staff and provided campus 
religious freedom issues examples to inform the President's Executive Order on 
religious freedom. 

• Advised Trump presidential campaign on domestic health issues and identified 
healthcare experts to serve on a Trump advisory board. Advised Clinton presidential 
campaign on international health issues and stressed the need to accommodate 
conscience in working with faith-based health organizations and professionals 
overseas. Advised Dr. Ben Carson presidential campaign on conscience freedoms in 
healthcare issues and connected CMDA members to his campaign for consideration 
for joining him in a health reform town hall meeting for health professionals. 

https://www.freedom2care.org/coronavirus-resources


• Attended White House summit on global development, featuring an address by 
President Obama. 

Congress 
• Our Washington office regularly participated in and made presentations to the U.S. 

Senate Values Action Team and the U.S. House of Representatives Values Action 
Team, led by pro-life Senators and Representatives. 

• Joined national campus groups and students in lobbying for legislation to protect 
religious freedom on campuses.  

• Attended press conference, luncheon and U.S. House of Representatives gallery event 
as a guest of minority whip Rep. Steve Scalise, in support of the Born-Alive Infant 
Protection Act. The bill would ban infanticide and mandate care for infants who 
survive an abortion.  

• Provided House Judiciary committee minority members with video of Dave Stevens 
presenting reasons to oppose the Equality Act. The bill would impose gender 
ideology on health professionals and the rest of the country. 

• Our Director of Federal Government Relations made a presentation of legislative and 
policy priorities at the Senate Values Action team, chaired by Senators Blunt (left), 
Lankford, Ernst and Daines. He stressed the need for conscience legislation and for 
overturning Obama-era regulations (such as the HHS transgender mandate). 

• Made a presentation at the Capitol, regarding medical evidence against a law 
legalizing assisted suicide in Washington, DC, at the House Values Action team, 
chaired by Reps. Randy Hultgren, Vicky Hartzler, Joe Pitts, Robert Aderholt and 
Jody Hice. Provided Members of Congress with a written medical rationale, including 
published research, against assisted suicide.  

• Worked with counsel for the House Select Investigative Panel on Infant Lives to 
identify experts on fetal surgery and to discuss strategy. 

• Worked closely with Senate Judiciary Committee staff to arrange for testimony by 
CMA member Dr. Kathi Aultman on why the law should protect babies born alive 
after an abortion, and why we should at the very least ban abortions after the age at 
which babies can feel pain. Dr. Aultman noted in her testimony, "We have moved 
further away from the idea that life is precious and closer to the utilitarian attitudes 
that ended so many lives during the last century." 

• Attended U.S. Helsinki Commission hearing on "Best Practices for Rescuing 
Trafficking Victims" and spoke with Commission head Rep. Chris Smith and staff 
about strategies and challenges regarding healthcare professionals reporting victims. 



Federal agencies 

Federal agency regulations 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued a new rule to 
protect conscience freedom in healthcare. HHS cited CMA's polling eight times in its 
rule explanation, using our survey of faith-based physicians as a key point to explain 
why the rule was needed. 

• U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued a new rule addressing "sex 
discrimination" in healthcare. The new rule cited both our court case and our national 
polling that had been submitted in a public comment document to HHS supporting 
the proposed rule. 

• HHS issued a new rule on sex discrimination, overturning the previous 
administration's rule, which had interpreted "sex" beyond biology to include personal 
preferred sex (e.g., transgenderism). HHS cited our successful federal lawsuit to stop 
the transgender mandate as a primary impetus for the new rule. 

• A new Dept. of Education rule protecting religious freedom for campus groups noted, 
"Thus, organizations dedicated to advancing a particular cause, whether the College 
Democrats, the College Republicans, the Christian Medical Association, Chabad on 
Campus, or any other group formed around a common cause or belief should be 
permitted to maintain membership and leadership standards that ensure the common 
cause is furthered.” The Washington office had submitted a comment document 
urging the rule. 

• HHS issued a new policy to curtail the use in research of human tissue from elective 
abortions, jus several months after CMA and other organizations sent a letter to HHS 
highlighting the need for the policy change. 

Federal agency strategic planning 

• Our Director of Federal Government Relations met privately many times for analysis, 
planning and policy recommendations with government leaders at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and others to plan strategies and promote action. 

• The U.S. Agency for International Development singled out our Director of Federal 
Government Relations to provide input on the agency's strategic plan. He prepared a 
document recommending, among other things, that USAID introduce an outreach 
program, patterned after the Bush administration's New Partners Initiative, to 
encourage partnerships between the agency and faith-based organizations. USAID 
subsequently introduced a new program, the New Partnerships Initiative, that has 
included innovative and effective new ways to help faith-based organizations 
compete for grants. 

http://www.freedom2care.org/polling
https://www.becketlaw.org/case/franciscanalliance/
https://www.freedom2care.org/polling
https://www.freedom2care.org/polling
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/factsheet-section-1557.pdf
http://www.transgendermandate.org/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/06/05/statement-from-the-department-of-health-and-human-services.html.


• The U.S. Department of Health and Human services also asked our Director of 
Federal Government Relations to serve on a 10-member task force to provide input 
on the agency's strategic plan. He suggested that "a Health and Life division would 
encompass the entire life span of every person, sending an important message about 
the worth of every human being at every point of human development." On Jan. 23, 
HHS Sec. Alex Azar said in a statement that "every life has inherent dignity and 
value, and it is an honor to lead a department that has demonstrated our full 
commitment to protecting the dignity of life from conception to natural death. We are 
proud to be ‘the Department of Life’...." 

Other federal agency actions 

• Provided much support for CMDA member and HHS Title X family planning 
program official Dr. Diane Foley and the policy change that separated Title X-funded 
family planning activities from abortion activities.  

o The Washington office provided a public analysis and comment, helped 
identify pro-life groups to participate in the redesigned Title X program and 
worked with allies to support the policy change.  

o Over 750 individuals submitted comments through CMA's Freedom2Care 
website to support the proposed HHS Title X (family planning) rule.  

o Provided counsel to a CMA member who runs a federally qualified health 
center, regarding applying for Title X grants. HHS subsequently awarded a 
grant of approximately $650,000 to the member's clinic.  

o Met with leaders from Susan B. Anthony List, March for Life, Alliance 
Defending Freedom, U.S. Conf. Catholic Bishops, Care Net and others to 
develop strategies to transform Title X family planning programs. 

• Participated in weekly meetings with Ambassador Sam Brownback, developing 
strategies to promote international religious freedom and hearing from individuals 
from around the world experiencing persecution for their faith. 

• Participated in a two-day State Department summit for faith leaders, on the PEPFAR 
HIV-AIDS program. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo delivered remarks (video here) 
to our group of about 80, and USAID Administrator also spoke (video here) from a 
faith perspective. In her closing remarks, US AIDS Ambassador Deborah Birx held 
up and highlighted our medical missions survey, to emphasize the work that the U.S. 
government needs to do to reach out to the faith community.  

• Met with USAID Administrator Mark Green and other USAID officials to discuss 
faith-based organizations' participation in a new tuberculosis treatment grant program 
that will be used as a pilot program for new ways of USAID working with faith-based 
organizations.  

• Prepared and conducted an international survey of medical missionaries and 
presented the results to several dozen USAID officials, explaining the strengths of 
overseas faith-based health ministries and exploring the gaps in communication and 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/01/23/hhs-secretary-azar-statement-on-march-for-life.html
https://www.freedom2care.org/title-x-family-planning
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7d505d_4c7239bf275346adabcd68a0ceff7df6.pdf
https://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2018/11/287580.htm
https://video.state.gov/detail/video/5972124906001/?autoStart=true
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/nov-28-2018-usaid-administrator-mark-green-remarks-pepfar-faith-communities-hiv-technical-summit
https://youtu.be/WlakiouW_tk
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7d505d_f135861a7ea249a5990df2d0a6c24eb6.pdf
https://www.freedom2care.org/polling


understanding that need to be addressed in order to encourage government-faith-
based partnerships. 

• Met with top leaders of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
including Director of the Office of Civil Rights Roger Severino, the director of the 
new Conscience and Religious Freedom division, attorneys and communications 
officials. Discussed the conscience rule, campus groups' freedom and other issues. 

• Attended PEPFAR (President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) Executive 
Leadership Strategy Session at U.S. State Dept. Ambassadors and charges d'affaires. 
Met with private sector companies (e.g., Johnson & Johnson, Anheuser Busch, 
MasterCard) and faith-based organizations engaged internationally in the fight against 
AIDS. I networked with representatives of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
and PEPFAR. 

• U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services (HHS) officials responded to our 
suggestion about encouraging individuals to serve on grant review panels, by 
circulating information on why and how to sign up. 

• Put USAID Global Health leadership in contact with over a dozen CMDA missionary 
members in select African countries to personally visit with this month, to discuss 
ways in which the U.S. government can work better with the faith-based health 
community in those countries. 

• Attended the first-ever international religious freedom ministerial, hosted by and 
featuring remarks by Sec. of State Mike Pompeo, on global religious freedom. The 
ministerial involved government leaders from around the world and focused on 
developing strategies to address religious persecution and expand religious freedom. 

• Participated in a listening session on religious liberty, religious discrimination, and 
religion-based hate crimes with the Asst. Attorney General and his staff in the Civil 
Rights Division of the Department of Justice. I highlighted the discrimination that 
CMDA student ministries have experienced on some campuses and suggested a 
strategy to educate college and university officials. 

• Participated in a two-day HHS summit for faith leaders, on the opioid crisis. 
Interacted with CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield on strategies to get more 
physicians trained to address addiction issues. HHS Secretary of Health Admiral Brett 
Giroir also met with us. 

• Our Director of Federal Government Relations met one-on-one with U.S. Health and 
Human Services Secretary Tom Price, MD. They discussed strategies related to faith, 
conscience and speech freedoms. Our Director also gave the Secretary a copy of his 
book, Faith Steps and discussed prayer needs. 

• Met at the U.S. State Department with a senior administration official and discussed 
conscience freedoms and presented strategies for revamping the faith-based offices. 

http://www.freedom2care.org/learn/page/faith-steps-book-study-guide


Also met at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) with a senior 
administration official and discussed a plan to rebuild the faith-based offices and also 
voiced support for the President's expansion of the Mexico City policy. Also provided 
the U.S. Dept. of HHS faith-based office with a suggested plan to reshape the office 
to focus on religious freedom. 

• Invited by U.S. Secretary of State to attend the rollout of the Trafficking in Persons 
report. 

• Attended private briefing with U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services officials, 
along with AMA, ACOG and other national health groups, to discuss healthcare 
policy. 

• Met with Ariel Pablos-Mendez, President Obama's appointee heading the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID) Bureau for Global Health. Our Director of 
Federal Government Relations introduced the idea, which was received with 
significant interest, of the US government mapping the network of overseas faith-
based health entities. 

• Met with President Obama's AIDS Ambassador Dr. Deborah Birx at the Office of the 
Global AIDS Coordinator and Health Diplomacy (OGAC), to discuss faith based 
partnerships. Our Director of Federal Government Relations stressed the willingness 
of faith-based ministries to go where services are scarce and to minister to 
underserved populations such as those in Africa who've relocated from villages but 
remain outside urban areas in camps without care. He inquired whether there were 
any grants designed specifically to reach such people. The Ambassador realized that 
currently they offer no such grants, and she indicated that she may initiate one. 

Engaging members 
• Our Washington office provided much personal counsel to members who were 

experiencing discrimination in their professional practice, by explaining the laws and 
regulations and providing introductions to legal aid. 

• Our Washington office provided counsel to members seeking federal careers and 
recommended members for federal committee appointments and also for background 
counsel to Members of Congress. Provided administration officials with many CVs of 
health professionals interested in political appointments.  

• Kept members informed through a LinkedIn Federal Service Registry of 340 health 
professionals interested in public service opportunities. Helped a number of members 
navigate the federal careers system and find both career and political appointment 
positions in the federal government, including top-level appointments directing the 
federal Title X program and USAID Global Health. 



• A grant proposal to the prolife foundation that funded the launch of Freedom2Care 
and worked over the years with our Director of Federal Government Relations 
resulted in a $2 million bequest, for use in public policy ventures. 

• Members such as Dr. Kathi Aultman, Dr. David Stevens and others testified in 
Congressional hearing on a range of topics.  

• Thousands have used our Freedom2Care legislative action website to send messages 
to policymakers on legislation and regulations. Our Voter Voice software enabled 
members and others to easily contact lawmakers in 10 seconds. In 2019, for example, 
members and others used our system to send nearly 10,000 messages to lawmakers 
and policy makers. Respondents using our Freedom2Care legislative action system 
sent a total of 4,439 messages to legislators in support of the House version of the 
Born-Alive Infant Protection Act. Over 2,469 sent messages to their Members of 
Congress opposing the radical, conscience-eliminating Equality Act. 

• A temporary position of Fellow for Government Relations, funded through the capital 
campaign, assisted for 20 months in the Washington, DC ministry. 

Influencing public opinion 
• We conducted national polling of faith-based health professionals, on conscience 

issues in healthcare. Our Director of Federal Government Relations, along with a 
CMDA member physician who related her personal experiences regarding conscience 
issues, made four presentations on poll results:  

o At the White House, to the President's Domestic Policy Council and other 
presidential advisors; 

o At the U.S. Capitol, to Congressional staffers; 

o At the U.S. House of Representatives, to legislators and staffers; 

o At the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services (HHS), to agency officials. Poll 
details at. 

o The polling was also included in public comments on proposed regulations and 
then cited by federal agencies in justifying new regulations. 

• Posted over 400 communications annually on social media including Facebook, 
Twitter, blogs and LinkedIn. 

• Public Discourse published our article on vaccine ethics, by Dr. Jeff Barrows and 
Jonathan Imbody. 

• The Washington Examiner published Jonathan Imbody's Op-ed on a radical New 
Jersey abortion bill. 

http://www.freedom2care.org/polling
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2020/11/72753/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/nj-flirts-with-radical-abortion-bill


• Wrote a 15-part series of essays on conscience freedom in healthcare and eventually 
turned the series into a monograph. 

• Wrote many news releases that generated media interviews, resulted in printed stories 
and also served to notify administration officials and Members of Congress of our 
positions. 

• Our Director of Federal Government Relations was interviewed about his book, Faith 
Steps, on WAVA FM, Washington, DC/Baltimore’s Christian radio station, by Focus 
on the Family VP Tim Goeglein. Also did a Point of View radio talk show interview 
on Faith Steps with host Kerby Anderson. Point of View airs on 340 stations, in 42 
states, reaching 1.4 million listeners. 

• Did Alliance Defending Freedom podcast interview at March for Life with hosts Matt 
Bowman and Kerri Kupek. 

Assisting policy allies 
• Continued to build on over 25 years of relationships by meeting with, strategizing 

with and joining letters with leaders of organizations including: 

1. 1st Amendment Partnership 
2. AAPLOG 
3. ACCORD 
4. Alliance Defending Freedom 
5. Alliance for the Family 
6. Alliance of Health Care Sharing Ministries 
7. American Association of Christian Schools 
8. American Center for Law and Justice 
9. American Enterprise Institute 
10. Americans United for Life 
11. Anglicans for Life 
12. Ascend 
13. Association of Christian Schools International 
14. Association of Gospel Rescue Missions 
15. AVM Biotechnology 
16. B&D Consulting 
17. Becket 
18. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
19. Breast Cancer Prevention Institute 
20. Cabrini Center for Catholic Health Care 
21. Capitol Hill Pregnancy Center 
22. Catholic Association 
23. Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute (C-FAM) 
24. Catholic Medical Association 
25. Catholic Medical Mission Board 
26. Catholic Relief Services 

https://freedom2care.blogspot.com/search/label/ConscienceEssay


27. Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity 
28. Center for Family & Human Rights 
29. Charlotte Lozier Institute 
30. Christian Legal Society 
31. Christ Medicus 
32. Concerned Women for America 
33. Convoy of Hope 
34. Council for Christian Colleges & Universities 
35. Cru 
36. Discovery Institute 
37. Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission 
38. Faith & Action 
39. Faith & Giving Coalition 
40. Faith and Freedom Coalition 
41. Family Policy Foundation 
42. Family Research Council 
43. Focus on the Family 
44. Food for the Hungry 
45. Galen Institute 
46. Gerard Health Foundation 
47. Hayes Group International Inc. 
48. Healing the Culture 
49. Heritage Foundation 
50. Home School Legal Defense Association 
51. Indiana Wesleyan University 
52. Institute for Faith, Work, and Economics 
53. Institute for Youth Development 
54. International Christian Medical and Dental Association (ICMDA) 
55. InterVarsity 
56. Judicial Crisis Network 
57. Life Issues Institute, Inc. 
58. March for Life 
59. March for Life Action 
60. Medical Institute 
61. National Association of Catholic Nurses 
62. National Association of Evangelicals 
63. National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors Research Institute 
64. National Catholic Bioethics Center 
65. National Center On Sexual Exploitation 
66. National Institute of Family & Life Advocates 
67. National Organization for Marriage 
68. National Right to Life 
69. Pennsylvania Family Institute 
70. Pharmacists for Life International 
71. Philanthropy Roundtable 
72. ReGenerations 



73. Salvation Army 
74. Sovereign Global Solutions 
75. Susan B. Anthony List 
76. Trinity Forum 
77. U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
78. Virginia Catholic Conference 
79. Virginia Family Foundation 
80. World Journalism Institute 
81. World Relief 
82. World Vision 

• Our Washington office participated in regular meetings with a healthcare reform 
consensus group, led by the Heritage Foundation. We provided input on healthcare 
conscience freedoms for use in a strategy document for the administration outlining a 
path forward in healthcare reform. 

• Participated in regular meetings of religious freedom attorneys, in a forum chaired by 
former Reagan Atty. Gen. Edwin Meese, III and held at The Heritage Foundation. 

• Every January, we represented CMDA on stage at the annual March for Life 
commemorating the 1973 Roe v. Wade abortion decision by the Supreme Court. 

• Our Director of Federal Government Relations met privately with Melinda Gates and 
diplomatically challenged the incongruity of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation's 
stated goals and her personal commitment to not fund abortion but while giving 
millions in grants to abortion industry groups for other purposes. 

• We co-sponsored a Congressional seminar on human trafficking, " Human 
Trafficking and Women's and Children's Health Issues." 

• Met with pro-life leaders to strategize regarding the nomination of justices to the 
Supreme Court. (501(c)3 organizations like CMA are free to advocate for or against 
judicial appointments.) 

• Participated in meeting at the Heritage Foundation to discuss strategies related to the 
link between human trafficking and abortion, the President's policy on prostitution 
as outlined in the NSPD-22, border security and other related issues. 

• Met with UNAIDS Executive Director Michele Sibide and Policy Officer Regan 
Hofmann to discuss the role of faith-based organizations in AIDS programs. Our 
Director of Federal Government Relations suggested that a key to UNAIDS working 
with the faith community is to focus on areas where scientific evidence and moral 
teachings intersect. But essential to that cooperation is an objective review of the 
evidence. A follow-up thank you noted, "I want to thank you for taking the time to 
meet with our group from UNAIDS. I know that Michel enjoyed the conversation and 
benefited greatly from your insights." 



• Provided monthly news and commentary updates of religious freedom to members of 
the conscience freedoms listserv. A total of 185 legislative staff, policy makers, 
physicians and legal experts are members.  

Informing the courts:  
• CMDA participated in 21 court cases during 2016-2020, bringing the total to 76 court 

cases we have participated in since 1996. A listing and brief description of all court cases 
can be found here.  

• Represented by Becket, we intervened in the government's court case to protect the 
Trump administration's conscience protection rule for health professionals. Read more 
here. This case is ongoing.  

• Represented by Becket, we won a nationwide preliminary injunction in our lawsuit 
against the Obama-era transgender mandate that would have negated medical judgment 
and conscience on gender issues. Read more at www.transgendermandate.org. This case 
is ongoing. 

• Presented a speech at US Supreme Court during oral arguments on a religious freedom 
case. CMDA had filed a brief to prevent a state government from setting up a religious 
test for which kids get safety protections. Highlights from Alliance Defending 
Freedom (see video posted at 10:17 a.m., April 19; our Director of Federal Government 
Relations remarks are at around the 34:00-minute mark and also printed here. 

Testimonials 
The following requested testimonial quotes are provided as a testimony to the open doors God 
has provided CMA in DC and His work in individuals' lives. Any praise goes directly to God. 

Government officials 
• Thank you so much Jonathan! This is wonderful. We are grateful for your support and 

we’ve shared this with the team at HHS. --White House official re: our supportive news 
release on the Geneva Consensus Declaration. 

• I love this idea. I love it. –U.S. State Dept. official regarding a plan I presented to 
replace White House and federal agency faith-based offices with First Freedom Centers 
focused on religious freedom. 

• Thanks, Jonathan. Your encouragement made our day. You are right. And that’s the 
reason we do it. --HHS Special Representative for Global Women’s Health (I had told 
her that "If you ever wonder if God can use you to help change the world and build a 
culture of life, remember today." This official had organized a high-level international 
pro-life event.) 

• Excellent article [on vaccine ethics]. Just forwarded it to senior leadership. –White 
House official 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/809e70_acea0b8206e54b1a8415d35edac86621.pdf
https://www.becketlaw.org/case/franciscanalliance/
http://www.transgendermandate.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceDefendingFreedom/
http://tinyurl.com/kw26ck3


• Thank you, Jonathan. We appreciate this strong statement of support for the President’s 
Executive Order. I will make sure to share with our team. --White House Office of 
Public Liaison 

• Ah excellent—thank you! [for CMA statement on President's EO on born-alive infants] --
Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of Strategic Initiatives for the Vice 
President, The White House 

• "You are an enormous asset; I so appreciate you and your great input." –USAID official 

• "It's been so helpful when you've done polling." –HHS Office of Civil Rights official 

• "Thank you for the encouragement, Jonathan. That [Galatians 6:9] is a beautiful word." –HHS 
official 

• Jonathan thank you so much! These are great examples [for potential use in HHS 
educational videos on conscience]. I look forward to promoting them. Great talking to 
you today! –HHS Office of Civil Rights official 

• Thank you so much for this opportunity [introduction to ICMDA]--it is very, very timely. 
Thanks for initiating the call; it's encouraging to hear from so many dedicated leaders! -- 
USAID official 

• "You're fantastic." – Elated Senate Judiciary Committee counsel reacting to providing 
CMA member for testimony 

• Once again, Jonathan has come through for us! I was pleased to see that you would be 
considered for this position and have moved your CV up to leadership. --USAID Global 
Health Bureau Advisor, email to a candidate recommended for a board position 

• Thank you very much, Jonathan! This will be a big help in our advocacy! –Rep. Mark 
Walker staffer 

• We sure do appreciate your giving voice to these prolife accomplishments. Thank you! --
HHS Special Representative for Global Women’s Health 

• Jonathan, thanks for reaching out and for the recommendation [of expanding Conscience 
and Religious Freedom divisions to other federal agencies besides HHS]. I will bring this 
up in our next team meeting with the staff. I appreciate your accountability and thought to 
how we can advocate for life and religious freedom from the positions we’re in. As 
always, we’re with you!! Don’t hesitate to reach out. –White House official 

• What a great statement, Jonathan [on court decision in CMA conscience rule case]. 
Thank you. –HHS official 

• Thanks Jonathan! I appreciate it. People from USAID have actually reached out to make 
sure I was connected with you as well. –Senate staffer 



• Comments on our conscience poll presentations at White House, Congress and HHS: 

o Really encouraging to see you stand up to help people. --White House Presidential 
Advisor 

o --White House DPC This is excellent data. We will tell the Secretary about this. --
HHS official 

o What an encouragement. This helps all of us with facts. Dr. Ko, thank you for your 
courage, for being pro-life, pro-patient, for standing up. --Rep. Vicky Hartzler 

o Thank you, Jonathan--that [CMA polling] was so helpful. Thank you, Dr. Ko, for 
sharing your story. --Senate staffer 

o This [CMA polling] information is so helpful. This issue is so often misrepresented. 
It's good to see such broad support. Really helpful. –White House Presidential 
advisor 

• I can’t thank you enough! These [recommendations of maternal health experts] all look great. 
I’ve passed them along to our contact, and they’ll take it from there. Also, thank you for 
sending information about the briefing tomorrow! I was already planning to attend, but am 
now even more excited. I’m assuming I’ll see you then? –USAID official 

• Thank you, Jonathan for the heads up. I will pass along [this polling summary] as well. –
HHS Office of Civil Rights communications director 

• It was great meeting you yesterday. I’m believing God will continue to empower you to 
accomplish great things in your work. Let’s stay connected. –Communications director, 
Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom, U.S. Dept. of State 

• We love this kind of data. –Ambassador Deborah Birx, on CMA's medical missions survey 

• Thanks so much for sending on these resources. The data you have collected aligns quite well 
with what our survey is asking. And thanks also for recommending ICMDA. I will reach out 
to them. Thanks again and I will certainly share anything that I'm able (once the government 
opens again!). –USAID strategic planning consultant 

• We [political appointees] couldn't do this work without groups like CMA helping. --USAID 
official 

• Thank you Jonathan. It was great to meet you at VAT. This is such valuable information [on 
strategies for U.S. faith-based offices] and I’m eager to read up on all this. I look forward to 
working with you! --White House Office of Public Liaison 

• Thank you so much for introducing me to [USAID staff] yesterday. I really appreciate your 
help and advice in this process. I'm still praying about where God wants me, and it was 
certainly helpful to meet people yesterday. Thank you so much for your insight. I'd love to 



discuss it a little more. It feels like the Holy Spirit is basically pushing me out the door here, 
but we'll see. I'm praying about it! –Colleague seeking to work on religious freedom issues 

• What you have provided in the survey [of CMDA missionaries] has been so fundamental in 
the grants training we now are doing. In meetings we take turns citing your survey. –USAID 
official 

• Jonathan, thank you so much for your idea of a video [on conscience freedoms]. We made 
the video and now are using it across the country. --HHS Conscience and Religious 
Freedom Division official 

• Your data [submitted in our public comment to HHS on Title X] is fantastic! –HHS official 

• Jonathan thanks for lunch! It was great to connect with each of you [Becket Law attorneys]! 
Hopefully we can all talk tomorrow and I can introduce you to [faith-based office director] 
who is with us here at HUD. –Senior Advisor, U.S. Dept. Housing and Urban 
Development 

• Jonathan, Your website [Title X information] and the Q&A is fantastic! –Title X consultant 

• Your comments [on the proposed Title X rule] were great. Very substantive, helpful"—HHS 
official 

• I'd love to get together soon. Slowly but surely we're making progress. Your background 
work [on faith-based organizations and grants] has been very helpful in framing next steps. –
USAID official 

• I appreciated your analysis [of reasons for the U.S. to leave the International Partnership on 
Religion and Sustainable Development]; it's right on target. –USAID global health official 

• Once again, thanks for CMDA's input; your Survey was outstanding in terms of helping us 
understand views from the field. –USAID global health official 

• "This [medical missions report and survey] is fabulous. Thank you for sending this! I will 
share with the team and our colleagues in the Office of Civil Rights." –U.S. Dept. HHS 
faith-based office official 

• "Thanks for the [medical missions survey] report today; you can't imagine how perfect the 
timing was. Things are going to move forward soon. Did you contract with someone to do 
the report, or was it in-house? Impressive. Please let me know when you can meet me and 
[USAID faith-based dep. director] for lunch." --USAID Global Health official 

• "So kind of you to think of us. I am going to forward this [medical missions report and 
survey on to the President's Domestic Policy Council." –U.S. Dept. of State White House 
advisor 



• "Thanks for the great input in our meeting today!"—Advisor, USAID Bureau for Global 
Health | Office of Policy, Programs and Planning 

• "The Nehemiah 4:14 verse that you sent to me today was so apropos. It means so much to 
know you're praying." –HHS official 

• "Thanks Jonathan, great summary and suggestions [for grants education programs]! I shared 
this with the Office Director, GH, Policy, Programs and Planning. He's interested in learning 
more about FBO involvement, so I suggested you and Shepherd were two good contacts." --
USAID official 

• Thank you for your time and advocacy in the meeting with Administrator Mark Green. Your 
work on the ground has had profound impact on communities worldwide. Our discussion on 
new partner engagement was insightful and I look forward to continuing the conversation 
through follow-up meetings. Your continued participation and leadership in international 
conferences is of great importance to ensure all members of the faith-based community have 
a voice in multilateral discussions. I intend to continue the conversation on how USAID can 
provide holistic support for families and improve our programming where it counts. On 
behalf of the Bureau for Global Health, we appreciate your time and look forward to building 
long-standing partnerships with faith-based organizations around the globe. –Deputy 
Assistant Administrator, USAID Global Health  

• Dear Jonathan, Thank you so much for the wonderful lunch yesterday - and for your book! I 
was so touched and will look forward to reading it. I really enjoyed our conversation, and 
meeting your lovely colleague. I learned much and am excited about working with you both 
as we help spread awareness of the invaluable work in global response to AIDS led by people 
of faith. My very best, --UNAIDS liaison 

• This is such a thorough, thoughtful response [by CMA member, on parental rights 
legislation]. Thank you!--Congressional staffer 

• "I can't tell you what that [prayer] means to me. This work is about more than just policy. –
HHS senior official 

• Dear Jonathan, before another day goes by, I want to thank you for taking the time to meet 
with our group from UNAIDS last week. I know that Michel enjoyed the conversation and 
benefited greatly from your insights. He has a deep appreciation for the contributions of the 
faith community and wants to ensure that we continue to bring that critical perspective to our 
work. In particular, we will be focused on how UNAIDS can better highlight the importance 
of family centered care and male engagement as cornerstones of county-level approaches. As 
we mentioned during the discussion, if you have any examples of such work from CMA's 
membership we would be grateful if you could share them so we can start to build a more 
comprehensive library of best practices. Thanks very much for all you do to support our 
collective efforts to improve the health of those most in need. We will look forward to 
staying in touch. All the best, --Director, U.S. Liaison Office, UNAIDS 



• Thank you. I have received this [recommended CMA expert on mental health]and the other 
contacts you sent. We will follow up. Appreciate your prayers. –HHS official 

• I was just reading your paper recently (on revamping faith-based offices). We should think 
about getting together later this month.  Thanks for reaching our and I will take any prayers 
you can spare!!! –State Dept. official 

• You're bending my brain, brother. I am going to take the weekend to think this [CMA-
proposed strategy for a religious freedom thrust] through. –HHS official 

• I am very proud to be your friend. Thanks for your support. It's most appreciated. God bless.  
--Former US Asst. Sec. Health 

• "Thank you. Great, great presentation [on assisted suicide]." – Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-MO) 

• This [assisted suicide rationale and research document] looks great Thanks so much, 
Jonathan! –House Pro-Life Caucus staff 

• Jonathan, Happy New Year!  Thank you for your insightful suggestions [on Senate VAT].  I 
greatly appreciate your feedback and will be discussing this suggestion with my colleagues 
as we move forward into 2017.  Also, congratulations on Saturday’s injunction in the 
transgender mandate case!  That was a bright spot for sure. –Sen. Blunt staffer 

• Re: healthcare reform strategy counsel and talking points requested by a presidential 
campaign –"Excellent!  Thanks, we're in the final draft before sending so this is helpful. Just 
found out our information is going straight into [the candidate's] hands tomorrow...so thanks 
again! Thank you so much for always being there."—Trump presidential campaign 
contact 

• "Thank you, Jonathan, I have appreciated our exchanges and hope there is more to come."—
Clinton campaign official after the election, responding to my letter thanking her for 
soliciting my counsel and that of the faith community on international health issues 

• "Jonathan, thank you very much for getting together this past week [to discuss international 
health].  I appreciated the chance to sit with you and hear your thoughts and concerns.  Thank 
you very much for taking the time to do so." –Clinton campaign official 

• “CMDA has truly been a model for what we should be doing as conservative Christians.” –
Carson America campaign advisor 

• “Dear Mr. lmbody: Thank you for standing with us in defense of women 's health. As you 
know, the Supreme Court heard oral argument on challenges to our state's abortion clinic 
safety bill (H.B. 2) on March 2. As I listened to the oral argument in Washington, D.C., it 
was clear to me that the amicus briefs filed in support of the State of Texas, and women 
everywhere, made a significant impact on the Court. We appreciate your participation in the 
amicus brief efforts that buttressed our case.” --Ken Paxton, Attorney General of Texas 



• “I thought your book was fantastic. Thank you for all you've done. I used it with my church 
group. We especially need it to get our young people involved.” –former US Asst. 
Secretary of Health 

• "Jonathan, great to hear from you, and I appreciate you sending me this material.  I came out 
of ADF’s legal development program, so I’m always interested in reading up on what they 
are doing, especially on life and religious liberty issues." –Counsel, U.S. Senator Ted Cruz 
(R-Texas), Committee on the Judiciary 

CMDA members 
• Then it dawned on me: I’m not having to fight this fight alone. I knew who to come to: 

CMDA. I so appreciate what you’re doing on Capitol Hill. –CMDA member forced out 
of his position over conscience issues  

• I just wanted to once again thank you for all that you are doing for Christian doctors. I 
suspect that even though you are doing some great things, we physician Christians don’t 
let you know how much we appreciate all your efforts! I am always blessed when I read 
something like the Point Blog Recap! May our Father greatly reward you (and your 
family) for all you do which allows many of us to continue to do Kingdom work. We 
here at In His Image Family Medicine Residency and In His Image, International, and 
Good Samaritan Health Services (mobile medical vans to the underserved) ARE VERY 
GRATEFUL!  
I firmly believe that we could not do what we are doing without you doing what you are 
doing. GOD BLESS YOU RICHLY, is truly my prayer! -- In His Image Founder & 
Exec. Dir. Emeritus 

• We had a magical time at the White House today! Thank you so much for this 
opportunity. I am grateful for your service Jonathan so faithfully these many years 
working behind the scenes in critical places advancing the cause of Christ. –CMDA 
member whose name we submitted to the White House for an event honoring pandemic 
front line health professionals 

• Wow, thank you Jonathan for your wisdom, love, and prompt response, Well said many 
points. I do read/listen and take to heart what you write/say. Gratefully in Christ, --
CMDA member 

• So from the bottom of my heart, thank you for all the work you do. Thank you for 
standing up for our beliefs and fighting the good fight. With love, --CMDA medical 
student 

• Our students truly welcome hearing from people such as yourselves and others who can 
help them navigate the challenging moral, health and ethical issues of our day with grace 
and truth. –CMDA Area Director 

• Thank you for taking the time to address my concern. Thank you for the article. Thank 
you for serving the Lord through your work. What you are doing is one of the most 



important reasons I am so grateful to be a member of CMDA. It is extremely important to 
me to be a part of this organization that stands up for the principles I value. God bless 
you! –CMDA member 

• Jonathan - thank you for helping me. The scripture your shared was strength and armor. The 
world hates Jesus, and it's a fundamental division that we are commissioned to overcome. I trust 
there will be more emboldening experiences to come, and I pray for stronger sea legs. I am 
reminded that no work returns empty handed, while gaining sobering insights into my own 
community. These intense experiences will shape us, and I hold onto God to lead us towards the 
wonderful and the instructive. Thank you for keeping [us] in your prayers. For all your work and 
every leadership. –CMDA member serving in Coronavirus hotspot 

• Hi Jonathan, this [blog post] is terrific. Thank you for writing this well-balanced post and 
important perspective for CMDA. –CMDA member 

• Thank you, Jonathan, for your compassionate and wise response [to CMDA member 
seeking counsel related to pandemic]! --CMDA member 

• I just wanted to take a moment and express my most deeply felt thanks for all you do 
there in Washington, DC.  I so thoroughly enjoy your comments, updates, and writings! 
They are obviously based on good general knowledge, up to date information on what is 
happening there, and wisdom based on our shared faith! I don’t care what the beer 
commercial says, to my mind what you do and how you do it, It doesn't get any better 
than this! God bless you, brother, that is clearly my prayer! –Former CMDA board 
member 

• I continue to be impressed with your important work in Washington and the integral 
place CMDA has with all the latest cultural twists and turns including transgender issues 
and conscience protection! –CMDA member 

• Jonathan, thanks so much for your hard work on behalf of us healthcare professionals 
with respect to the right of conscience. I am a practicing PT, a Penn State Undergrad 
(before you were born) and volunteer at 2 faith-based clinics in our community. As a 
CMDA/CPRP member, right of conscience matters a lot to me. If I were forced to 
participate in practices that violate my personal religious convictions, I would just retire. 
That would leave hundreds of under served patients in our community without access to 
PT care. Thanks again for what is such important work. –CMDA member 

• Thanks so much for your insight, Jonathan.  It means a lot to me. I know your 
endorsement probably precipitated my first interview so I want to express my genuine 
gratitude for your help and support. I'm only sad that I won't be working side by side with 
you! –Candidate for HHS position 

• It was encouraging to be heard, but also daunting to know how much work and obstacles 
that need to be overcome. Am truly grateful God has placed you [HHS officials] all there 
to fight such fights. Jonathan, THANK YOU for the introductions and for this journey 
that seems to continue. Waiting on the Lord and may His will be done. –CMDA member 



• Thank you so much, Jon [for help in reporting discrimination to HHS]. I need to put you 
on my speed dial. –CMDA board member 

• Just watched the new Advocacy video that CMDA put out featuring you and your labors 
in Washington. Thank you for what you’re doing, every day must seem like a Herculean 
task, but our God has been moving the hearts of kings for thousands of years, why should 
he stop now? --CMDA staff member 

• Thank you, Jonathan, and ALL the brave souls at CMDA past/present whom have served 
as inspirational examples, non-judgmental sounding boards, fountains of processing 
scriptural wisdom coupled with practicalities of living out our faith in medicine, and 
prayer warriors.  God is SO good! Prayers for HIS will to be done and HIS Kingdom to 
come. –CMDA member 

• You have been such a wonderful mentor in my life. –CMDA member 

• It was a very productive and collaborative meeting over two days. I believe we made 
some good suggestions and believe they will be incorporated into policy for the future. 
Thanks for the opportunity. –CMDA member for whom I had helped secure a position 
on an HHS advisory panel on male reproductive issues 

• Jonathan, thank you for the call today and for making these introductions. I appreciate all 
that you do in Government Relations for CMA over the many years that I have known 
you. –CMDA member whom I assisted in a federal job search 

• Thank you for helping me [in phone call]. Thank you so much for your sage advice. I've 
appreciated the Freedom2Care website and all the stories of discrimination. Thank you 
for all you do. –CMDA member experiencing pressure related to views of sexuality 

• Good ideas Jonathan, thank you for the response. Walk wisely Daniel, and stay away 
from those lions in DC. –CMDA member seeking counsel on educational issues 

• I thought that meeting [with USAID officials] was incredibly useful. Thank you so much 
for setting it up; I am tremendously grateful. –Chief Executive, ICMDA 

• Thank you so much for praying for [our child]. I enjoy reading the Freedom2Care 
updates I get from CMDA, and pray that God continues to bless your important work. –
CMDA field staff member 

• Just wanted to let you know that I've accepted a position with USAID. I am most 
appreciative for your wisdom and support going through the process. —CMDA member 

• Wow. Thanks. This is very insightful, laced with wisdom. I read your book last year. It 
was wonderful. – CMDA member helped regarding state legislation 



• It helped me having gone through the CMDA media training. –CMDA member Dr. 
Kathi Aultman, on how the media training helped prepare her for Congressional 
testimony 

• "You're a blessing to people like me in the medical and scientific realm who have no idea 
how the political system works. You work behind the scenes like a modern-day 
Mordecai." –CMA member helped with applying for positions in administration 

• I’m really excited [about upcoming interview for appointment to USAID]. Thank you so 
much for setting this up. –CMA member whom I am helping to obtain a federal 
appointment 

• Dear Jonathan, Originally I thought it was technique and content you were teaching, but 
then I realized all is for naught unless it is delivered in Christian love. Thank you for the 
training and all your efforts! And showing us this Christian love at CMDA media 
training. –CMDA media training participant 

• "Your work in DC these days must be difficult and often frustrating, but it is also 
important. Know you are appreciated."—CMA member 

• "Hi Jonathan, I just want to say how thankful I am for your faithful service for the 
kingdom. I trust there are lots of good folks interested in helping out with this 
administration, and I'm glad you're there to put them in the right place. It's nice to know 
that all this is in His hands." –CMDA member seeking federal employment 

• "I wanted to thank you so much for being willing to come to our Women Physicians in 
Christ conference recently, and to speak at it. I just listened to your talk on CD and it was 
very informative and I plan to pass it on to others. When I spoke with you briefly at the 
conference, I mentioned my friend who just finished a Masters in public health in the area 
of policy at Harvard last year. She has been involved in our local CMDA Group, our 
local WIMD/WPC group, and our WIMD/WPC national conferences. She really feels 
called to the area of policy, and I thought it would be good for you two to connect. Again, 
it was good meeting you after hearing so much about you and hearing so much from you 
in the years I have been CMDA member since 1985!" –CMDA member 

• "Happy Birthday! You do not know me, but I really appreciate all you do for CMDA. 
When I talk to docs who are not members, I tell them that if for no other reason to join 
they should for our Washington lobby, that you are the only ones who really represent 
our voice in America."—CMDA member 

• “Thank you for writing this excellent book. My Adult Bible Fellowship (ABF) called 
Touch Point, at Christ Community Church, in Zion, IL is planning to start a study using 
your book, Faith Steps, in mid-June. David Woodall, PhD, Moody Graduate School 
Professor and I will take turns leading the discussion following the study guide.” --
CMDA Member and past president of FCPA 



• "Thanks. I've spoken to [committee counsel]. Please pray that they will choose the best 
person and that God will equip me and let me know if he wants me to speak at the 
hearing." – CMA member chosen for Congressional testimony 

• "I finished sections 1 & 2 of your book [Faith Steps]. What a blessing and at the perfect 
time. Your book resonates with my soul. It is the way I came to know Christ but I have 
never read anything like it before.  Isn't God's timing amazing.  This I can do. Thank 
you." – CMA member 

Organizations 
• We love working with CMA on conscience protection and look forward to getting to 

know each of you [Dr. Barrows and Nicole Hayes] more. –Ex. Dir., Office Govt. Relations, 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

• We are so grateful for the work of your organization, and would be pleased to know more 
specifically about your current [state policy] work/priorities. –VP Govt. Relations, 
Concerned Women for America 

• Oh my goodness! She [CMA member I referred for WH consultation] is perfect. I have forwarded 
to the White House, giving you full credit for finding her! –Healthcare organization CEO 

• Dear Jonathan, thank you for your kindness to me. I can’t tell you how much it as meant, 
especially as I first came back to work. I’ll never forget you giving up your seat so I 
didn’t have to stand through VAT. Grateful for you and your partnership. I’ve also loved 
the stories of how you and your wife met and how you came to the Lord in Happy 
Valley. –Legislative Affairs representative, Concerned Women for America 

• Great call this morning, I am excited about how we can maximize our impact by working 
together. Thank you for your time, and for such an engaging phone conference! I’m 
excited to strengthen AUL’s and CMDA’s ties, particularly at a time of great challenge 
and opposition to life on many fronts. I have really been blessed and impressed by 
CMDA all these years. – Americans United for Life senior attorney 

• Thank you all very much [for amicus briefs on campus freedom case]—deeply grateful to 
you! –Becket attorney 

• Thanks Jonathan. Its great to see CMA put out strong statements like these [on 
marijuana]. The information will be extremely helpful, especially the research on medical 
marijuana as many states and groups keep pushing all the health benefits of marijuana 
without recognizing any of the concerns. –Family Research Council 

• Thank you again for speaking at the rally. Your remarks were excellent, and I am very 
glad they were included. Much appreciated. –Alliance Defending Freedom attorney 

• I was very happy to hear your presentation at yesterday's House Values Action Team 
meeting. I believe that we should be sharing this information with our rabbinic circle to 



make them aware of the current issues and landscape. And I sincerely appreciate the 
[photo you took of me with Vice President Pence]! Thank you for thinking of me. --
Rabbi, Coalition for Jewish Values 

• This [polling] is great! I love that when we follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit - 
there is a good outcome. Seems like the timing could not be more important. Thank you 
for sending this to me. --CEO & Principal, Sovereign Global Solutions 

• It meant the world to me to have you there today [at book event], dear friend. Deepest 
and profoundest thanks and gratitude! Best and lasting blessings. – Focus on the Family 
VP and author 

• Thank you for all you've done and for including us in the things we could not do 
ourselves. –Dr. Steven White, Catholic Medical Association 

• I love what you guys do! --Gianna Jessen, abortion survivor 

• "Thank you! This [Freedom2Care federal service survey information on doctors 
experienced in and interested in helping with transgender issues] is incredibly helpful. I 
really, really appreciate your help with this." –Becket attorney working on our 
transgender lawsuit 

• "Great work [on medical missions report and survey]! I love what you've done with this. 
I’d love to discuss this. Could we get together sometime next week?" –Executive 
Director, ACCORD Network 

• Thanks for your excellent submission [comment on new conscience rule] to HHS. I just 
sent an email to the AAPLOG membership requesting that they use your portal to make 
comments. -- Executive Director, American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists 

• Thanks for this wise counsel [on campus-related legislation]. Christian Legal Society 
attorney 

• I wanted to let you know that our oldest daughter is in the midst of hearing back from 
medical schools. She applied to 8 and has 5 interviews so far. We're praying she gets 
accepted at at least one! You were always so encouraging so I wanted you to know that it 
looks like she's on her way. –President, Global Centurion 

• Hi Jonathan – thank you so much for sending this [CMA news release] my way! We are 
SO grateful to have you on board. We are working on having a presence at the Court for 
the day of Oral arguments. More details to come, and we need a date first of course. But 
would love to have you be a part of it! –Alliance Defending Freedom communications 
director 

• The oral argument, particularly the questions from Justice Kagan and Justice Breyer, also 
reflected the analytical framework laid out in our brief, which was very gratifying. –Kim 



Colby, Christian Legal Society, on the perceived impact that our amicus brief had on the 
Supreme Court's decision in the Trinity Lutheran religious freedom victory 

• Thank you so much for coming and speaking. The students all said they really enjoyed 
your presentation. We bought your book for each of them and have encouraged them to 
read two chapters each week since it corresponds so nicely with our mission. Let me 
know if there's anything I can do for you. Our missions certainly overlap, so we're happy 
to collaborate on things. Again, I appreciate you coming to Richmond and sharing with 
our students. I hope perhaps we may be able to make it a regular occurrence each year. 
Legislative Counsel, The Family Foundation of Virginia 

• Jonathan, you’re great! Thank you for being so flexible and supportive! I reviewed and 
the speeches look great. Feel free to go with the longer one! I think it’s solid! – Director 
of External Relations, Alliance Defending Freedom  

• Great seeing you, Jonathan.  Let me review [the plan to revamp faith-based offices] and 
share with you any thoughts I may have.  Thanks for all you do and for the creativity with 
which you do it. -- President, Charlotte Lozier Institute 

• Thanks Jonathan, this [assisted suicide rationale and research document] is great. I’ll also 
forward to leadership offices who had asked me about this. -VP, Family Research 
Council 

• At the risk of sounding a bit gushy, I don’t know how to thank you for all of the 
connections you have been making for Healing the Culture. You have become like my 
own personal virtual ambassador. I don’t know how you have the time to think about 
HTC with your own ministry taking up so much of your time, but I sure appreciate the 
common cause! And I promise not to waste one single opportunity to walk through a 
door that you open for us. Please let me know how I can return the favor. Your sister in 
Christ, President and CEO, Healing Thethe Culture. 

• I’d like to recognize Jonathan Imbody and how courageous the [Christian Medical 
Association] has been.” – Becket Fund attorney to senators and Congressional staff at 
Senate VAT meeting 

• My friend, You did a superb, excellent job on the air Friday when I was guest-hosting on 
WAVA’s Don Kroah Show! Excellent response and reaction afterward. You are such a 
pro; brilliantly done. So hope the book continues to get terrific response because it really 
deserves it! Warmest and heartfelt thanks, and my appreciation for joining. –VP, Focus 
on the Family 

• Thanks for your ongoing partnership and support, Jonathan. You are one of those people 
in DC that I’m honored to call “friend.” --President/CEO, Ascend 

• What a blessing it was to speak with you today! I’m thrilled with our discussion, and very 
grateful for the time you are making to help us in our work to perfect and advance pro-



life education and evangelization for young Christians. -- President and CEO, Healing 
the Culture 

• You are a God-send. Thank you for reaching out and for providing so much helpful 
information. We will definitely put it to good use. Thanks so much for meeting with us 
today. I'm glad we could make that happen so quickly. I hope to be in touch on issues in 
the future. Thanks again for putting out the word to your members about testifying on the 
13th. And thanks again for the copy of your book. It has a lot of great things in it. And 
speaking of that, Victoria and I were talking after you left, and realized that you would be 
an excellent person to be a guest lecturer for our Internship Worldview Academy that we 
do each Friday during the summer. -- Legislative Counsel, The Family Foundation of 
Virginia 

• “We appreciate all the good work you've been doing." – Head of Gerard Health 
Foundation, which funded Freedom2Care 

• “Thank you, Jonathan, for the copy of your [US Senate] testimony [on euthanasia] and 
for doing that testimony. It is chilling and confirms how important this issue is. Hopefully 
we can prevent California from becoming another Netherlands.” –Attorney, Life Legal 
Defense Foundation 

• Thanks so much Jonathan. This means so much to me. Thanks to the power of prayer! 
Bless you Jonathan! – President, March for Life, responding to my encouraging her 
about her Hardball interview with Chris Matthews 

• "Thank you so much for the copy of Faith Steps, your excellent book on our times and 
the calling of Christians to engage in the truth in the public square." Thank you as well 
for the kind mention of some of the people who exemplify the character you extol. We 
too seldom take the time to encourage one another in these difficult times. Let me add to 
that now by commending you for your clarity of thought and charity toward others in our 
common fight." – President, Charlotte Lozier Institute 

• Endorsements received for Faith Steps: 

o "Jonathan Imbody is a longtime champion of life, liberty, family, and faith. He is a 
seasoned veteran of Washington's policy battles and a stout defender of the sanctity of 
life and the value of every person. That's what made his lecture at FRC so 
compelling. Based on his new book Faith Steps: Moving toward God through 
Personal Choice and Public Policy, Jonathan's lecture explained the importance of 
Christian participation in the public square. Learn why your involvement in public 
life is so vital, and how we can make arguments persuasively to our needy culture."  
--Tony Perkins, President, Family Research Council 

o "Jonathan Imbody has a jeweler's eye for public policy and he employs a powerful 
moral imagination to the most important issues of our time." 
--Tim Goeglein, Vice President, Focus on the Family 

http://www.freedom2care.org/learn/page/faith-steps-book-study-guide


o "Jonathan Imbody's Faith Steps is incredibly informative, engaging and thorough. It is 
chock-full of helpful information for anyone interested in public policy--an excellent 
resource. I am grateful that he took the time to write this very thorough analysis and 
presentation of the most major issues of our day." --Jeanne Mancini, President, 
March for Life 

o "In his very readable and engaging book, Jonathan Imbody makes the important and 
compelling point that truth begets truth, and deception begets deception. As we make 
good choices about furthering justice and restraining evil, our hearts often soften 
towards God. I have seen this happen in the realm of public policy when people first 
become pro-life and then later give their lives to the Lord - just as Bernard 
Nathanson, the founder of the National Abortion Rights Action League, did. In 
making one step in faith, the next steps become clearer to us."--Bill Wichterman, 
former Special Assistant to President George W. Bush in the White House 

o "Having seen Jonathan at work, I can personally attest that Faith Steps: Moving 
toward God through Personal Choice and Public Policy isn't just a book, it is 
Jonathan's philosophy in all the great work that he does. As the public square gets 
bolder and bolder in its attempts to quiet voices of faith, now more than ever, we need 
to be courageous and braver in our interactions--be like Jonathan!"--Tom McClusky, 
March for Life Action 
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