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Question Detail: - 2019 national survey* of  
faith-based health professionals  
Audience:  Partner organization members, n=1732 
Surveyed by:   Heart+Mind Strategies 
Interview Dates: July 18 – 29, 2019 
Data reported for total base except where noted 
Note: A “*” indicates a percentage of less than 1%, a “–” indicates a percentage of 0% or non-response. 
 

Q100. Are you a member of… 
75% Christian Medical Dental Associations  
11% Catholic Medical Association 
10% Nurses Christian Fellowship 
6% Christian Pharmacists Fellowship Int'l 

Q105. Which best describes your primary 
work? 
48% Practicing Physician (U.S.) 
8% Academic/Teaching Physician/Nurse 
6% Nurse 
4% Resident 
4% Pharmacist 
5% Medical Student 
2% Practicing Physician (not in U.S.) 2% Dentist 
2% Physician Assistant 
2% Nurse Practitioner 
2% Pharmacy Student 
1% Advanced Practice Registered Nurse  
1% Uniformed Service Physician, Optometrist,  

Allied Health Professional, Dental Student 
Nursing Student, Optometry Student 

11% Other 

Q205. Generally speaking, do you support or 
oppose laws, regulations and policies that 
require medical professionals to perform or 
provide medications or perform procedures to 
which they have religious, moral or ethical 
objections? 
3% TOTAL SUPPORT (NET) 
2% Strongly support 
1% Somewhat support 
97% TOTAL OPPOSE (NET) 
6% Somewhat oppose 
91% Strongly oppose 
1% Not sure 

Q210. How common is it that doctors, medical 
students or other healthcare professionals 
face discrimination for declining to participate 
in activities or provide medical procedures to 
which they have moral or religious objections? 
Discrimination includes, but is not limited to, 
loss of opportunity, promotion or position; 
unjust ethics charges; and other overt and 
subtle penalties, coercions, and pressures. 
60% TOP 2 BOX 
24% Very Common 
36% Somewhat Common 
17% BOTTOM 2 BOX 
13% Just A Little Bit Common  
4% Not At All Common 
23% Not sure 

Q212. Which best describes you and your 
situation? 
23% I have been discriminated against in the 
workplace or training because of moral or religious 
beliefs 
42% I have seen or know of someone in the 
workplace or training discriminated against because 
of moral or religious beliefs 
41% I have not been discriminated against or seen 
anyone discriminated against because of moral or 
religious beliefs in the workplace or training 
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Q215. In your experience, how common is it 
that patients are ultimately unable to obtain 
an abortion, sterilization, assisted suicide or 
transgender related procedures and 
prescriptions, or similar types of treatment 
because of moral, religious, or ethical 
objections of healthcare professionals? Would 
you say it is... 
5% TOP 2 BOX 
1% Very Common 
3% Somewhat Common 
78% BOTTOM 2 BOX 
18% Not Too Common  
60% Not At All Common 
18% Not sure 

Q220. For each of the following federal 
regulations, do you support or oppose them? 

• Conscience protection for medical 
professionals who decline to participate in 
healthcare procedures, like abortion, 
assisted suicide and transgender procedures 
and prescriptions, to which they object on 
moral or religious grounds. 

97% TOTAL SUPPORT (NET) 
93% Strongly support 
4% Somewhat support 
3% TOTAL OPPOSE (NET) 
* Somewhat oppose 2% Strongly oppose 
1% Not sure 

• Redefining 'sex' in federal discrimination 
laws to mean gender identity, defined as 
one's internal sense of being 'male, female, 
neither or a combination of male and 
female.' 

5% TOTAL SUPPORT (NET) 
2% Strongly support 
3% Somewhat support 
91% TOTAL OPPOSE (NET) 
9% Somewhat oppose 
82% Strongly oppose 
4% Not sure 

Q225. Based on what you know about the 
issue of discrimination in healthcare on the 
basis of conscience, religious and moral 
values, how necessary are the following rules 
and regulations? 

• Conscience protection for medical 
professionals who decline to participate in 
healthcare procedures, like abortion, 
assisted suicide and transgender procedures 
and prescriptions, to which they object on 
moral or religious grounds. 

97% TOP 2 BOX 
93% Very Necessary 
5% Somewhat Necessary 
2% BOTTOM 2 BOX 
1% Just A Little Bit Necessary  
1% Not At All Necessary 
1% Not sure 

• A rule defining 'sex' in federal discrimination 
laws and regulations to mean 'biological 
sex' and not gender identity. 

84% TOP 2 BOX 
72% Very Necessary 
12% Somewhat Necessary 
7% BOTTOM 2 BOX 
2% Just A Little Bit Necessary  
5% Not At All Necessary 
9% Not sure 

Q230. If this new conscience protection 
regulation is eliminated, which of the 
following effects do you feel it could have on 
the medical profession? 
70% Fewer doctors practicing medicine. 
60% Decreased access to healthcare providers, 
services, and/or facilities for patients in low-income 
areas 
60% Decreased access to healthcare providers, 
services, and/or facilities for patients in rural areas. 
41% Fewer hospitals providing services.  
5% None of the Above 
16% Not sure 
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Editor's note: Q235 refers to limiting for all 
patients the scope of procedures and 
prescriptions available in the practice. 

Q235. You will now see a number of potential 
policy changes. Please read each one carefully 
and then indicate how the policy would make 
you personally limit the scope of your 
healthcare practice? 

• If conscience protection for medical 
professionals was eliminated. This means 
professionals who decline to participate in 
healthcare procedures, like abortion, 
assisted suicide and gender reassignment 
surgery, to which they object on moral or 
religious grounds are forced to participate in 
these procedures or face legal action. 

56% TOP 2 BOX 
39% Very likely to personally limit my practice     
17% Somewhat likely to personally limit my 
practice 

• If the proposed Equality Act (H.R. 5) was 
passed. This bill would change the definition 
of 'sex discrimination' from its historical 
basis in biology (i.e., male/female) to include 
factors such as gender identity and sexual 
orientation. The bill would impose legal 
penalties against anyone who does not share 
this ideology. ... 

55% TOP 2 BOX 
35% Very likely to personally limit my practice 
20% Somewhat likely to likely to personally limit 
my practice 
22% BOTTOM 2 BOX 
14% A little bit likely to personally limit my 
practice  
9% Not at all likely to personally limit my 
practice 
6% Not sure 
17% Does not apply to me 

• If the 2016 HHS rule that redefined 
discrimination was upheld, meaning 'on the 
basis of sex' would include gender identity, 
defined as one's internal sense of being 
'male, female, neither, or a combination of 
male and female.' This puts health 
professionals who disagree with this 
ideology at risk for lawsuits and other 
penalties. 

50% TOP 2 BOX 
29% Very likely to personally limit my practice 
21% Somewhat likely to likely to personally limit 
my practice 
27% BOTTOM 2 BOX 
16% A little bit likely to personally limit my 
practice  
11% Not At All likely to personally limit my 
practice 
8% Not sure 
16% Does not apply to me 

• If the 2016 HHS Transgender rule was 
upheld, which states a doctor with 
experience with a procedure or prescription 
medication must make that procedure or 
prescription available for any child or adult, 
even if the doctor believes the treatment or 
hormone therapy could harm the patient. 

45% TOP 2 BOX 
30% Very likely to personally limit my practice 
15% Somewhat likely to likely to personally limit 
my practice 
 

Q245. In 1977 the Hyde Amendment was 
passed.  It ruled that federal funds could not 
be used to pay for abortion except to save the 
life of the woman, or if the pregnancy arises 
from incest or rape. Do you support or oppose 
this law? 
89% TOTAL SUPPORT (NET) 
69% Strongly support 
20% Somewhat support 
7% TOTAL OPPOSE (NET) 
4% Somewhat oppose 
4% Strongly Oppose 
4% Not sure 

Q250. Over the course of your professional 
experience, has the number of medical 
professionals being pressured to compromise 
their moral, ethical, or religious beliefs in 
their practice has increased, decreased, or 
stayed the same? 
76% Increased 
7% Stayed the same  
1% Decreased 
16% Not sure 
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Q255. In your professional educational 
experience, did you ever... 
36% Experience pressure from or discrimination 
by faculty or administrators based on your moral, 
ethical, or religious beliefs? 
20% Decide not to pursue a career in a particular 
medical specialty because of attitudes prevalent in 
that specialty that are not considered tolerant of your 
moral, ethical or religious beliefs? 
17% Experience discrimination during the 
medical school or residency application and 
interview process because of your moral, ethical or 
religious beliefs? 
41% None of the above  
9% Does not apply to me 
Base: Did Not Pursue Particular Medical Specialty 
(Q255, n=338) 

Q260. In the previous question you said you 
decided “not to pursue a career in a particular 
medical specialty because of attitudes 
prevalent in that specialty that are not 
considered tolerant of your moral, ethical or 
religious beliefs?" Please select which 
specialty or specialties you are referring to... 
80% OBGYN 
13% Psychiatry 
12% Family Medicine 
9% Pediatrics 
8% Endocrinology 
7% Plastic Surgery 
6% Surgery 
5% Urology 
4% Emergency Medicine 
2% Geriatric Medicine 
1% Anesthesia 
1% Oncology 
8% Other 

Q265. Have you ever been denied admission to 
school or declined a job or fellowship because 
of your views on abortion, birth control, 
sterilization, transgender procedures and 
prescriptions or assisted suicide or other 
moral, religious or ethical concerns? 
6% Yes 
84% No 
10% Not sure 

Q270. For each of the following actions, please 
indicate which of the following has happened 
to you in your professional training and 
practice. 

• Participate in training, perform a procedure, 
or write a prescription to which you had 
moral, ethical, or religious objections. 

32% PRESSURED / FORCED / PUNISHED 
(NET) 
27% Been pressured to...  
6% Been forced to... 
2% Been punished for refusing to... 
16% This situation does not apply to me  
52% None of these situations applies to me 

• Participate in training, perform a procedure, 
or write a prescription to which you had 
medical or scientific objections. 

26% PRESSURED / FORCED / PUNISHED 
(NET) 
22% Been pressured to...  
5% Been forced to... 
1% Been punished for refusing to... 
22% This situation does not apply to me  
52% None of these situations applies to me 

• Refer a patient for a procedure to which you 
had moral, ethical, or religious objections 

33% PRESSURED / FORCED / PUNISHED 
(NET) 
29% Been pressured to...  
4% Been forced to... 
1% Been punished for refusing to... 
15% This situation does not apply to me  
52% None of these situations applies to me 

• Refer a patient for a procedure to which you 
had medical or scientific objections 

25% PRESSURED / FORCED / PUNISHED 
(NET) 
23% Been pressured to...  
3% Been forced to... 
1% Been punished for refusing to... 
22% This situation does not apply to me  
52% None of these situations applies to me 

Q280. Please indicate if you agree or disagree 
with the following statements. 

• I would rather stop practicing medicine 
altogether than be forced to violate my 
conscience. 
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91% TOTAL AGREE (NET) 
73% Strongly agree 
18% Somewhat agree 
5% TOTAL DISAGREE (NET) 
3% Somewhat disagree 
2% Strongly disagree 
3% Not sure 

• I care for all patients in need, regardless of 
sexual orientation, gender identification, or 
family makeup, with sensitivity and 
compassion, even when I cannot validate 
their choices. 

97% TOTAL AGREE (NET) 
92% Strongly agree 
5% Somewhat agree 
2% TOTAL DISAGREE (NET) 
– Somewhat disagree  
2% Strongly disagree 
1% Not sure 

• All healthcare professionals have the right to 
decline to participate in situations or 
procedures that they believe to be morally 
wrong and/or harmful to the patient or 
others. 

97% TOTAL AGREE (NET) 
93% Strongly agree 
4% Somewhat agree 
3% TOTAL DISAGREE (NET) 
1% Somewhat disagree 
2% Strongly disagree 
Not sure 

Q300. Are you currently a medical student? 
6% Yes 
94% No 
Base: Medical Students (n=100) 

Q305. Which of the following best describes 
you? 
9% I am currently pursuing a career in Obstetrics 
or Gynecology. 
25% I am not pursuing a career in Obstetrics or 
Gynecology mainly because I do not want to be 
forced to compromise my moral, ethical, or religious 
beliefs by being required to perform or participate in 
certain procedures or provide certain medications. 
46% I am not pursuing a career in Obstetrics or 
Gynecology because it is not an area of interest. 
20% Not sure 

Q310. Select your specialty or student type. 
24% Family Medicine 
7% Pediatrics 
6% Internal Medicine 
5% Medical Student 
5% Obstetrics and Gynecology  
4% Emergency Medicine 
3% Surgery, General 
2% Student, other 
2% Anesthesia 
2% Dental 
2% Orthopedic Surgery 
2% Psychiatry 
1% each: Cardiology, Dermatology, Endocrinology 
and Metabolism,  Gastroenterology, General 
Practice, Geriatric Medicine, Hematology and 
Oncology,  Infectious Diseases, Neurology, 
Ophthalmology, Otorhinolaryngology, Pathology, 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation,  Preventative 
Medicine, Pulmonary Disease, Radiology, Surgery, 
Specialty, Dental Student, Nursing Student, Allergy 
& Immunology, Neonatology, Nephrology, 
Neurological Surgery, Plastic Surgery, Podiatric 
Medicine, Rheumatology, Sports Medicine, 
Urology, Gynecologic Oncology 
18% Other 

Q315. Excluding your education, for how long 
have you been a healthcare professional? 
7% Current Student    
3% Less Than One Year  
10% 1-5 Years 
7% 6-10 Years 
7% 11-15 Years 
7% 16-20 Years 
9% 21-25 Years 
51% More Than 25 Years 
Base: Non-Students (n=1632) 

Q317. Which best describes your current 
employer/employment status? 
16% Private Practice Owner / Partner  
6% Private Practice Employee    
17% Hospital-based employee 
4%  Hospital-based private practice  
4% Medical office-based employee  
6% Non-profit employee 
5% Government / Military employee  
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15% School / University employee 
8% Healthcare company / corporation employee  
20% Other 
Base: Non-Students (n=1632) 

Q320. What percentage of your patients 
would you estimate qualify for low-income 
healthcare programs provided by the 
government? If you do not know an exact 
number, please estimate… 
11% Less Than 10% 
23% 11% to 25% 
22% 26% to 50% 
16% 51% to 75% 
12% 76% to 100% 
16% Not sure 
Base: Non-Students (n=1632) 

Q325. Do you practice mainly in… 
26% Rural Areas 
32% Urban Areas 
35% Suburban Areas 
6% Not sure 
Base: Non-Students (n=1632) 

Q330. Are you currently involved in serving 
poor and medically-underserved populations, 
either domestically or overseas? 
62% INVOLVED (NET) 
18% Yes, in a full-time capacity  
24% Yes, in a part-time capacity 
21% Yes, for short-term missions or projects 
31% NOT INVOLVED (NET) 
15% I am not currently involved, but I plan to be  
16% I am not currently involved, do not plan to be 
7% Not sure 
Base: Non-Students (n=1632) 

Q333. Have you been involved in serving 
patients on a volunteer or pro-bono basis in 
the past 3 years? 
58% Yes 
42% No 

Q335. In what state do you presently practice? 
12% NORTHEAST (ME, NH, VT, MA, RI, CT, 
NY, NJ, PA) 

30% MIDWEST (WI, IL, MI, IN, OH, ND, SD, 
NE, KS, MN, IA, MO) 
40% SOUTH (KY, TN, MS, AL, FL, GA, SC, 
NC, VA, WV, DC, MD, DE, TX, OK, AR, LA) 
19% WEST (MT, ID, WY, NV, UT, CO, AZ, 
NM, WA, OR, CA, AK, HI) 

Q338. Do you currently provide medical care 
for gay, lesbian or transgender patients? 
71% Yes 
15% No 
14% Not sure 

Q339. Thinking of the people close to you in 
your life, do you have a family member, friend, 
co-worker or neighbor who is gay, lesbian or 
transgender? 
74% Yes 
26% No 

Q340. Please select your gender. 
58% Male    42% Female 

Q345. Into which of the following categories 
does your age fall? 
19% 18–34 (NET) 
4% 18–24 
15% 25–34 
27% 35–54 (NET) 
13% 35–44 
15% 45–54 
54% 55+ (NET) 
27% 55–64 
26% 65+ 
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